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Annual Meeting of the Parish
January 31, 2016
Minutes
Opening Prayer
The meeting was called to order by Paul Parker, Sr. Warden, at 11:45 am with an opening prayer in the
form of a song led by Fr. Martin Elfert.
Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting
Paul Parker asked members to review the minutes found in the Annual Report document. Patti WhitneyWise moved to have the minutes approved as presented, and the motion was seconded by Steve Lovett.
There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.
Report of the Vestry Nominating Committee
Paul Parker noted the past year the Vestry comprised 10 rather than 12 members as 2 members moved
away from the parish. Additionally, Patti Whitney-Wise asked to step down early, so there are more
than the usual number of positions to fill. The invitation for nominations included self-nominations.
Clare Soennichsen will serve a 1 year term as the Youth Representative. The rest of the new Vestry slate
was presented as follows; 3 year terms: Gale Beagle, Steve Lovett, Judy Prosper, Gary Voice; 2 year
term: Sharon Loomis-Malin; 1 year term: Susan Little. There were no nominations from the floor. Becky
Wong moved to accept the slate of Vestry members as presented, and Avril Johnson seconded the
motion. The retained members of the Vestry were asked to stand, and the new slate of members was
also asked to stand. There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. Fr. Elfert noted he
was grateful more parishioners were interested in serving the Vestry than actually needed, and he very
much appreciated all who came forward.
Rector’s Report
Fr. Elfert began by expressing gratitude for his time at Grace. It has been a happy time, and he feels very
blessed. He noted he uses the pamphlet put together for the rector search as a bookmark and
inspiration – it’s all true! He is very pleased Grace knows who we are and we are what we say we are.
He spoke briefly about the campus master plan and how we can be the best stewards of the land.
Preliminary discussions have taken place, but there is much more discussion needed. A possibility is to
have a multi-use building where the parking lot is currently located incorporating parking, residential,
and non-profit space. Also, it is a goal to have a welcoming presence so as to invite people to come in.
No decisions have been made, and a question to consider is the optimum amount of risk we should
undertake. He remarked Gary Voice has some experience at a previous parish of real estate “gone
wrong”, and he is counting on learning from this experience.
He concluded by returning to gratitude and noting changing habits requires belief, and Grace believes it
can be a center for welcoming and vibrant Christianity.
Financial Report
George Fleming and Avril Johnson jointly presented the financial report, which, in a comparison from
2014 to the present, does not show many changes. One outstanding long term liability is the furnace
loan. Although last year’s budget included an auction, which did not take place, other money has been
raised through a virtual paddle raise and auctionettes. Fr. Corbet Clark raised a question about where
outreach money was spent (money received from Grace’s tenants), and it was explained many items are
combined, which was further clarified by Paul Parker that money from outreach supports the parish so
outreach can take place. Valuation of the property was questioned, and Avril said there will be an actual
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valuation in the future. Curt Germundson explained the amount shown is not fair market value, which
would be in the millions, but an estimate of cost. Expenses were noted as being close to the budgeted
amount, and the new budget includes staff salary increases. Alicia Cash asked both about the calculation
of the raises, which were explained as a flat 5% increase for all staff, and also about the Grace Institute
coordinator. Mariann Koop-McMahon is the coordinator, and her salary is listed as an expense and an
income as she works for both the church and Grace Institute. Questions were raised about payment of
Grace Institute employees, and Ashley Smith, Art Camp Executive Director, explained that Grace
Institute is not running its payroll through the church with the lone exception of health insurance. Paul
Parker commented as he read the by-laws of the Foundation, Grace Institute and the church and noted
the following: all fall within the purview of the Vestry and there is integration of all three; it is a
complicated relationship but one under constant scrutiny; the Vestry is working towards a model of
reimbursement for the staff based on principles of social equity reflecting Grace’s values, as well as
market rates. No questions were raised regarding the budget vs. actual amounts. Alicia Cash asked
about the increased web costs, and George Fleming explained the website is changing and the costs are
expected to reduce. It was noted the fee for retaining the auctioneer will be credited towards the next
auction. The small net loss in the budget was offset by unrestricted income. The donation for the kitchen
fund was remarked on. In the new budget, Fr. Elfert explained some income is expected from renting
Halsey House with an initial amount of about $1,700 from the Elfert family for their occupancy during
January. The lack of a stipend for the Church School Coordinator prompted discussion. Fr. Elfert
observed most programs are run by volunteers, and Avril Johnson and George Fleming added the
budget is subject to change, and a stipend for the Church School Coordinator may be added. The issue of
who pays for background checks was raised as it is not in the budget, and it was explained the Diocese
pays for the checks. The possibility of an associate rector was brought up, and Fr. Elfert said it will not be
possible in 2016. He would like to have a deacon (which Stephen Whitney-Wise clarified is an unpaid
position). Rick Malin asked if Fr. Elfert has enough help, and he replied he has great support and a great
staff as well as wonderful clergy resources. Patti Whitney-Wise added the Vestry is there to work for the
church and consider ideas to help the parish. Fr. Elfert concluded the budget discussion by noting the
budget assumes an auction will take place, which is an important social event for Grace as well as a
source of revenue. He’s pleased money is being set aside for repairs, a fund towards which PHAME and
possibly Grace Institute will contribute. Charles McGee moved the budget be received as presented, and
Dave Goodrich seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Acceptance of Reports
A typo on page 36 of the report for Grace Foundation listing Fr. Stephen Schneider as Rector was noted.
There was no further discussion of the reports, and a motion by Larry Snyder was made to approve the
reports as corrected, which was seconded by Sharon Loomis-Malin. The motion passed unanimously.
Recognitions
Fr. Elfert expressed gratitude to the staff; special thanks to the Altar Guild for all they do; thanks to
Becky Wong for all the parties and receptions; and thanks to a wonderful Jr. Warden, Nancy Entrikin
who, as an example, did not hesitate to call TriMet and suggest they contribute towards the cost of
repairing the sidewalk, which they did. Nancy, in turn, thanked Frank Schramling for his tremendous
help and extensive knowledge of the grounds, where things are stored, and what’s going on at Grace. As
a thank you from the parish, Frank was presented with an amaryllis plant and a Pendleton blanket called
an “honoring” blanket with a feather motif. Fr. Elfert added he always sees Frank as the definition of
devotion. The outgoing Vestry, Paul Parker, Karen Talus, Patti Whitney-Wise, and Maya Crawford (who
had to leave a short time before) were thanked and presented with a book of daily devotions embossed
with their name. Fr. Martin also presented Paul, as the outgoing Sr. Warden, with a framed photo of the
Vestry. He commented Paul has been like an angel sitting on his shoulder. George Fleming was thanked
as the outgoing Treasurer and Avril Johnson welcomed as the new Treasurer. Nancy Entrikin will
continue as the Jr. Warden, and Kelly Goodrich was announced as the new Sr. Warden. Paul Parker
presented the Angeline Berry award to Nora McLaughlin for all her work leading the search committee.
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He noted over 900 hours were logged by the committee in the search for our new rector. Nora thanked
her committee for their work and the parish for making it clear what was wanted. She added it was a
joyous journey. Fr. Elfert concluded the recognitions with a slide show of events of the past year
accompanied by music from the choir.
Other Business
Nancy Entrikin wanted to make sure everyone had a chance to sign the card for Frank.
Blessing and Adjournment
Fr. Elfert led us in the General Thanksgiving from the Prayer Book and concluded with a blessing. The
meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Alicia Perkins Lehrle
Clerk to the Vestry
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Vestry Nominations
Three Year Term: Elyssa de la Cruz
I have been a member of Grace Memorial since my family and I moved to
Portland in the summer of 2014. I immediately fell in love with Grace
Memorial's community and was surprised to find that my search for a new
church home was complete after my first visit. I have been a life-long
Episcopalian, serving and worshiping with the congregations of my various
church homes around the world-- from Honolulu, Hawaii to Kaohsiung,
Taiwan.
In my professional life, I am an educator. I have been an Elementary/Early
Childhood teacher for 11 years. I have also trained teachers, evaluated
programs, and built curricula. In my personal life, I enjoy spending time with
my husband and young daughter. On any given weekend, you can find us either hiking through one of
the beautiful trails at Forest Park, or reading our way through a mountain of books at Powell's.

Three Year Term: David Goodrich
Kelly and I have been members of Grace Memorial since shortly after we
moved to Portland in the summer of 2011 from San Antonio, Texas. We
joined the Episcopal Church prior to our wedding in 1983. I currently serve
Grace as an usher, enjoy helping with the Friday Community Dinners, and
assist with the Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar as a cashier. In prior parishes I have
served as a lector, chalicebearer, usher, Sunday school teacher, and on a
building committee for a church school addition. In my secular life I am a
research hydrologist/civil engineer with the Agricultural Research Service of
the US Department of Agriculture. I am excited for the future of Grace
Memorial in expanding our role as both the anchor of our spiritual lives and an
anchor to the wider community in Grace’s neighborhood and the larger
Portland area.

Three Year Term: Phillip Koop
I joined Grace Memorial with my mother and sister shortly after the death of
my father in 1998. Although I was largely non-religious at the time, it turned
out that growing up attending Oregon Episcopal School had been more
formative than I had realized, and I quickly fell in love with the already familiar
liturgy. I was baptized at Grace along with my sister Kristin at the age of 12 by
personal choice, and was later confirmed as part of the first catechumenate
class at Grace. My family quickly became heavily involved in parish activities,
myself as a member of the Acolyte Guild. Today, I spend the majority of my
time as chairman for Kumoricon, a non-profit anime, manga and Japanese
culture convention with an annual attendance of approximately 8,000
individuals.
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Three Year Term: Peyton Snead
My family and I returned to Portland and Grace Memorial Church in July 2016
after a four year stay in Anchorage, AK*. Me and my wife, Carol, of Altar Guild
fame, originally joined Grace Memorial Church back in 2000. We are blessed
with a son, Ben, who is a freshman at Grant High School and a daughter, Ellie,
who is a seventh grader at Irvington. The entire family is grateful for the never
ending love and support of the Grace community.
Before our sojourn in Alaska, I worked with Grace’s middle school youth and
served on the Vestry. Recently, I have been helping Kristin with the kids in
Church School. I want kids of all ages to worship together and to be certain that Grace is a spiritually
nurturing place for everyone.
Note: *When visiting Anchorage, don’t miss the welcoming community of Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church
and the theatrical views of the Chugach Mountains from their sanctuary.

Two Year Term: Nora McLaughlin
Born in Los Angeles, California, the third of six children, I spent 40 years in
Southern California before moving to Portland in 1994. Higher education was
an accidental career after graduating from college, and developed into a
vocation as I found my way from Johnston College at the University of
Redlands to Cal State Long Beach, finally landing at Reed College, where I serve
as the Registrar.
When I arrived in Portland, I explored different churches, looking for a good
match. When I found Grace Memorial, I decided I had found the right church
home. I continue to affirm that decision, finding sustenance in Grace as a
welcoming community, in its commitment to social justice, and by volunteering
as a Friday Community Dinner cook, and lector.
When I’m not working, I’m adventuring to visit family and friends and discover new places. I also spend
time singing with the Oregon Repertory Singers, and enjoy a variety of hospice and other volunteer
work, gardening, and walking my dog.
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Rector’s Report
The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.
― Frederick Buechner
Over the course of a given week at Grace, I will bump into Frank Schramling several times. Sometimes I
will see Frank in the kitchen or the parish hall setting the places for the Friday Evening Meal, sometimes
I will see him downstairs setting up tables for quilting or another weekend activity. But most often I see
him in Grace’s grounds and gardens, the blessing of his footprints pressed into the earth.
Frank and I talk – about playing pool, about old movies, about the shenanigans that took place in the
church parking lot overnight. And we talk as well about his work at Grace.
Frank says:
I think of what I do as a ministry.
I get a lot of satisfaction out of it. And I hope that it brings joy to people.
Frank’s explanation of his work just might be a pretty good explanation of the purpose of Grace
Memorial in general. Here is one of the big reasons that we engage in the messy and glorious and sad
and beautiful enterprise that we call church: when church really works, when it really sings with the
Spirit, it brings us to a place where our satisfaction and our neighbor’s yearning intersect.
I witnessed that holy intersection a lot in 2016.
I witnessed it one Sunday after another when Charles got the team of acolytes dressed and ready to
lead worship. I witnessed it when I looked out from the altar and saw a woman in her nineties praying
on her knees and, right beside her, a 2-year-old child praying by dancing in the aisle. I witnessed it when
I watched Hale and Bob and Nora and Yetunde pour their love into pots and pans. I witnessed it when,
week after week, Becky and Mariann and Phillip and Kristin brought communion to Patty and Dale
Walhood as that beloved couple neared the end of their lives.
The Report that you are reading right now is full of still more stories of holy intersection. I am grateful
for them all. And I look forward to the intersections coming in the year ahead. Like Frank in the garden
of Grace, we are planting something wondrous here. With a little water, with a little love, with a little
help from God, what we are planting right now will grow into a gift to our neighbors and to ourselves.

Respectfully submitted,
The Rev. Martin Elfert
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From the Senior Warden
2016 was a year of new beginnings and continuing our heartfelt work at Grace and for your Vestry. This
report summarizes the work and recognizes the Vestry’s and staff’s efforts in 2016. For more
information, please speak with any Vestry member, or access the Vestry minutes on file in the office.
The Reverend Martin Elfert has been our spiritual leader now at Grace for almost one and a half years.
His Sunday morning sermons and Grace newsletter writings have inspired us, challenged us and at times
given us comfort. Our Rector lives his views on the importance of family time, biking whenever possible,
and social justice that permeate everything he does at Grace. It has been my honor to be at his side as
Senior Warden for his first full year at Grace.
We have also been blessed by the presence and talents of his wife Phoebe MacRae in many
performances this year. Their children Amiel, Miriam and Timothy bring us joy and smiles on Sunday
mornings and whenever our paths cross at Grace.
We welcomed Ken Powell as a Deacon at Grace. He and his wife, Karen, relocated to Portland from San
Francisco – Ken and Father Martin have worked together before in California. The work of a Deacon is
largely a service ministry, particularly for the vulnerable, as well as assisting with Sunday services.
Buildings and Grounds: Caring for our church campus is a challenging and ongoing responsibility. Nancy
Entrikin has served as the Junior Warden for two years. Her relentless efforts and creativity has allowed
us to fix problems and improve our campus very efficiently. Nancy’s list of accomplishments in 2016 is
long, and includes new carpets, roof repairs, plumbing challenges, stabilizing the Sanctuary platform and
more. A big thank you to Nancy for her leadership.
Grace’s Kitchen Ministry: We count on our kitchen to support many ministries at Grace. This year, with
the leadership of Vestry member Judy Prosper and the wise guidance of Hale McMahon, we have
moved forward with less paper, fresh paint, bright lights and a new dishwasher and coffee servers. This
work supports our Friday Community Dinners and fellowship every Sunday and for every special event.
Thank you both!
Sunday Morning Coffee Hours: The time we get to spend together on Sunday mornings after our service
is sacred. Coffee, gluten-free baked goods (thank you Claudia) and an array of delicious treats help us
connect with new and old friends and prepares us to do God’s work in our daily lives. A grateful thank
you to Vestry member James Skirving Smith for organizing our coffee hours for the last three years.
The Campus Master Plan: A group of parishioners, Vestry members and Father Martin have continued
to explore a vision for Grace’s block in the next five years. Grace’s Vestry developed a Grace Campus
Plan and Values Document to guide the early discussions and plans for this potential project under
fellow parishioner Paddy Tillett and Father Martin. This work will continue into 2017.
The 1971 Casavant Organ Fund is Growing: Under Warren Burkholder’s intrepid leadership, the funds
to repair the Grace organ are growing. The Vestry supported the 3-year fund raising plan for organ
repairs and Warren has focused year one on replacing the organ’s leathers and exploring the addition of
ceiling fans to better circulate the air. For more details on the progress please reach out to Warren.
Thank you Warren!
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The parish’s finances – revenue and expenses: Grace expenses and revenue were close in balance in
2016 – we broke even with a modest amount on the positive side. The commitment of our parishioner’s
pledges along with careful stewardship of your Vestry allowed us to finish the year in balance.
Stewardship by each member of Grace is critical to our collective work – thank you for your
contributions in time, talent and dollars. And a very large thank you to our Vestry member and
Treasurer Avril Johnson.
One more word of recognition – Ellie Martin. Ellie worked hard this year to improve the Grace website
– through many hours of diligent effort, transitioning us to a simpler, less expensive content
management system. Our website is our face to the world. Thank you Ellie for your leadership on this
critical element of our communication to the world.
Grace Auction 2016: Three Vestry members went above and beyond this year when they decided to
take on the delivery of another outstanding Grace Auction in September. They worked countless hours
and delivered another sold out and delightful evening for the Grace community. This year’s Auction
raised funds to support both our food ministries and our campus expenses. Blessings to Nancy Entrikin,
Becky Wong and Sharon Loomis-Malin for their countless hours and amazing success.
Special thanks also to Clerk to the Vestry Alicia Lehrle - who also serves by Canon Law as Clerk to the
Parish. Her careful work allows us to maintain regular records of the Vestry’s work at Grace.
I’m grateful for my three years on the Vestry at Grace. And I’m also thankful for my year as Senior
Warden. I’ve learned a lot from many of you and hope I’ve helped move our shared work forward at
Grace. As we all begin again in 2017, I wish for each of you the gift of Christ’s blessings and the honor of
being a part of something bigger than each of us.

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Goodrich
Senior Warden
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2% increase on July 1
$1K from Westminster - Possibly more from Meal Budget
3% increase on July 1

Page 1 of 4
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1% increase

1% increase
1% increase
Actual for 2016
New in 2017
1% increase

1% increase

Likely to be slightly less now that we are on WordPress

Page 2 of 4
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Scholarships for convention, etc.
~$5000 cost. +Michael may pay half & we may
(cont’d) also be able to draw some from Martin &
(cont’d) Ken’s Professional Expenses

$1200 less than 2016

No plans for a telephone
$500 moved to Deacon

Page 3 of 4
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We are now fully exempt from property taxes
(cont’d) - it was an error that we have been paying
(cont’d) tax on HH these last few years

Page 4 of 4
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Treasurer’s Report
2016 was a year of financial challenges and blessings for Grace Memorial.
Profit and loss issues:
Revenue was down mainly for the following reasons:
Budget for Easter & Christmas and loose plate offerings was based on 2015 revenues which were
higher than 2016.
Per the report pledge income was $14,100 lower than estimated. However some 2016 pledge
income, including stock transfers, was received in 2017. This amount is reflected in the “Profit &
Loss Budget vs. Actual – January through December 2016” on page 4 under net ordinary income.
Auction income was underestimated as the budget committee did not take into account paddle
raise money would go to restricted funds. Approximately, $16,000 was raised for food ministries.
The income for the auction exceeded expectations and the auction committee is to be
congratulated.
Expenses were $9,635 lower than expected, mostly in the follow areas:
Personnel $5,756, general & administrative $3,694 and occupancy $4,295.
A maintenance reserve fund of $7,500 was added to the budget and we collected a total of $1,454 from
GI and PHAME. We ended the year with maintenance reserves in the amount of $4,340. (See “Fund
Report December – 2016”.)
After adding the unrecorded pledges we show a net ordinary income of $850.56.
$71,700 was received in donor restricted income primarily from the organ repair income and the
auction paddle raise. Donor restricted expenses were $38,669.30, almost half of which went to the
kitchen upgrades which we are all enjoying. Year end restricted account balance is $157,435.27 $33,027.88 higher than last year.
While we end the year with a very small surplus in the general fund, the raise in restricted funds, both
for repairs and outreach, takes a burden off the funds needed for day to day expenses.

Respectfully submitted,
Avril Johnson
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From the Junior Warden
This past year, we have continued routine maintenance of our facilities. The runners in the Sanctuary
and in the Chapel were replaced. We had most of the carpeting in the church cleaned. We had
maintenance done and filters changed on our heating system. There was major pruning done on the
Magnolia tree in the parking lot and we decided to take the Magnolia in the courtyard out after two
branches broke. Magnolia wood is soft and in the case of both of the branches that broke off, there was
a great deal of rot. The fork of the tree was seeping and there was fear if it failed some serious damage
might result.
Please let Gale Beagle or I know if you have a suggestion for replacement. I have been looking into
Crepe Myrtles. Many have very interesting branches in the winter and the fall bloom is always a nice
surprise. I have a couple of other options, but we don’t want to plant anything that will soon outgrow a
small space. We’ll put whatever we pick on both sides of the stairs.
There was leaking in four places in the Parish Hall and offices this winter. We had a company do a
temporary fix as replacing the roof was estimated to cost $35,000. Other concerns going forward
include the overall plumbing in the church and in the Grace and Halsey houses. The sewer lines run
across the parking lot. They are tile and are not in good shape. We learned this from a probe that was
done after we experienced sewage back-up in the sink in the basement of the Grace house. We are also
experiencing higher than acceptable lead levels in our water due to old pipes in our church.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Entrikin
Junior Warden
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Altar Guild
This morning, the Altar Guild is hosting its annual Silver Tea in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of
the Parish. We thank you for your support as this is our ministry’s primary fundraiser with proceeds
directed to meet expenses for the essential furnishings for services at Grace Memorial including linens,
candles, communion wafers, and wine.
Each weekend, Altar Guild members serve in teams to clean and straighten the Sanctuary, and then
prepare the necessary items for the celebration of the Eucharist. On Sunday morning, the team sets up
for the two worship services including weekly communion in the Chapel, holidays, baptisms, weddings,
funerals, and memorial services, assisting the clergy with any special needs.
The Guild continues to care for the vestments and oversee cleaning them as needed. Co-Directresses
met regularly to plan and are working on an update of the handbook. The Guild members shared
several potluck dinners as they prepared for the seasons of Lent, Easter, Advent, and Christmas.
During this year our ministry welcomed Daniel Jones as a sacristan. We also welcomed back Carol Snead
as she returned to Portland. All of our members consider it a privilege to serve, care for the things that
symbolize God’s love and presence, and prepare for the worship space for Holy Eucharist services. We
are looking forward to welcoming more new members in this wonderful ministry in 2017.

Respectfully submitted,
Alicia Cash and Nancy McCusker
Co-Directresses

Benedictine Way
The Benedictine Way at Grace continues to attract those of us who are interested in deepening our
understanding of how ordinary people who live ordinary lives, and who wish to live life beyond the
superficial, can learn from a model of spiritual guidance written 1500 years ago: a humble yet powerful
piece of teaching and Christian formation: The Rule of Benedict. Many faithful Christian hearts have
followed the Rule in the past and today, many more are beginning to find the clarity and wisdom of the
Rule is as applicable to daily living today as it was long ago.
In 2015, The Benedictine Way combined into a single group. We meet together for Noonday Prayer and
to study the Rule, sharing its application to our modern lives.
In keeping with the Benedictine understanding of radical hospitality, we welcome guests and anyone
who wants to explore this spiritual practice in community.
We are deeply grateful to Peggy Panarella for her leadership and for all members of our long-standing
group for their perseverance, stability and wisdom.
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Church School
My goal as the Church School Coordinator is to make Church School a welcoming and fun learning
environment with concentrations in art and stewardship. Since filling the role of Church School
Coordinator and Teacher in the Fall of 2015, it has been a blessing to watch the kiddos at Grace learn
and grow. I would like to give many thanks to Peyton Snead, Fr. Martin, Mariann Koop-McMahon, Becky
Wong, Kirstin Greene, Jenna Cooper, Charlene McGee, Susan Germundson and Sharon Loomis-Malin for
their help and support in 2016. Many thanks also to Charles McGee for teaching Bible Study in Church
School during summer break. And, thank you to Grace Institute for lending tools and providing supplies
for many projects.
At the beginning of each Church School Sunday, we gather around our mini-altar in the Mason Burnham
Room for a mini-liturgy and to light a candle. Most often the Collect of the Day and or a seasonal prayer
is read. We then discuss or review topics from the current season and start the project. Beginning in the
Fall of 2016, we write or draw about what we are thankful for in our own Church School journals each
Sunday. The following are descriptions of our projects throughout the 2016 year. Lessons and projects
were taught by me, unless otherwise specified.
January 10, 17 -- Led by Mariann Koop-McMahon, we made fused glass stars. Children learned about
Epiphany and using light as inspiration, they composed pieces of glass to make a star based on the
ancient mandala (a form of sacred geometry). After firing in the kiln, the glass stars became “fused.” All
materials generously donated by Grace Institute. [Special note of gratitude to Ashley Smith, GI Executive
Director.]
January 24 -- Inspired by the legend from “The Stone: A Persian Legend of the Magi” by Dianne
Hofmeyr, the Church Schoolers decorated glass votives with colored tissue paper and mod podge to
celebrate the light that God brought into this world.
January 31 -- We made Valentines for our homebound parishioners as part of our ongoing stewardship
focus. Supplies donated by Mariann Koop-McMahon and Kristin Koop.
February 7 -- We painted joyful 'Alleluia' signs to put away for Lent. We brought them out on Easter
Sunday during Coffee Hour and hung them on ‘The Blossom Tree’ that had been recently created by
Spring Break Camp. It was a beautiful sight!
February 14, 21 -- During this season of Lent, Church Schoolers focused on their own stewardship and
service. Charlene McGee told her family's story of immigrating from Liberia, West Africa to Portland and
their escape from the Liberian Civil War in the early 1990s. We learned that part of stewardship is
listening to others, even if what they have to say is difficult to hear. We also learned about the recent
Ebola Crisis in West Africa and how that is still having a devastating effect on the people and economy.
We decorated our very own Lenten Alms boxes to take home and put money in for the children at St.
Augustine Episcopal Church in Liberia.
March 6 -- Avril Johnson came to teach the Church Schoolers about the Sack Lunch Ministry at Grace.
Then they helped make lots of sack lunches.
March 13 -- With help from Susan Germundson, we decorated cross cookies during Church School and
then sold them at coffee hour. The money raised will go towards Church School supplies for St.
Augustine Episcopal Church in Liberia, West Africa. We are so fortunate to have access to so many
supplies in our Church School. Our cross cookie fundraiser was a big success, and we made over $200 to
give!
April 10 -- In celebration of the Easter season, we made watercolor paintings inspired by the
Resurrection.
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April 17, 24 & May 1 -- For the Easter season, we learned the story of The Good Shepherd as well as
Psalm 23. Artist Jude Cornwell (renowned fibre artist at Grace Art Camp), came to help us make little
stuffed lambs.
May 8 -- We gave back to Mother Nature for Mother's Day. Frank Schramling, our Groundskeeper, led
us in planting sunflower seeds and other flowers in Grace’s cutting garden where we grow flowers to cut
for the altar.
May 15 -- On Pentecost Sunday, all children were invited to join the procession in and out of the service
and wave "flaming" Pentecostal streamers. Children sat with their families to hear the Gospel in many
tongues.
May 22 -- Stephen Weeks, Theatre Department Chair at Lewis & Clark College, helped Church Schoolers
reenact the story of Pentecost as well as play some fun code games.
June 5 -- This Sunday was the last day of Church School until the new school year in the fall. We
reviewed and reflected on our year together and made some celebratory watercolor paintings.
September 18 -- We welcomed everyone back and collaged our own Church School “Gratitude Journals”
with colorful tissue paper and mod podge. We have been writing or drawing things for which we are
thankful almost every Sunday since.
September 25 -- We continued to decorate our Church School journals and in anticipation of the
Blessing of the Animals on October 2, we learned the “All Things Bright and Beautiful” hymn.
October 9 -- We learned about the life of St. Francis of Assisi through a beautiful book by Brian
Wildsmith.
October 16, 23 and 30 -- We had a unique and exciting stewardship-art project led by parishioner, artist
and former diplomat, Paula Benjaminson. Inspired by the joy St. Francis felt for God's creations, we did
printmaking with her hand-carved wooden stamps from Namibia. Many of the stamps (or blocks) are of
African animals and designs. We thought about what Brother Sun and Sister Moon might look like, as
well as Brother Wind and Sister Water. Each kiddo was able to make at least one art piece to take home.
We also stamped on paper to make cards. And, we did printmaking on fabric for Pentecost (green)
vestments for the Grace Altar and our own Church School Altar (a project on which Paula Benjaminson is
currently working).
November 6 -- Mariann Koop-McMahon led a special project for All Saints Sunday, teaching about
saints. Children decorated frames for icons of saints and for photos of deceased loved ones brought
from home.
November 13 -- Led by Alicia Cash, children learned about the Labyrinth Ministry at Grace and made a
Food Labyrinth with gathered food for Grace’s Sack Lunch Ministry.
November 20 -- We had fun decorating the borders of the cards we made with Paula Benjaminson.
These cards were sold at the 2016 Grace Art Faire & Bazaar to help raise money for Grace. All of the
cards sold!
November 27, December 11 -- Church School reviewed the meaning of Advent with a stewardship-art
project for the Friday Community Dinner. They give out gifts of essentials (soap, socks, puzzle books,
etc.) to the guests on the Friday before Christmas. The Church Schoolers hand-stamped the tote bags for
these gifts, which were handed out at our Christmas Friday Community Dinner on December 23.
Through our gift of hand-painted totes, we hoped that the Friday Community Dinner guests felt the Love
of God and God's people at Grace through our creativity, stewardship and love.
December 4 -- Father Martin and Phoebe MacRae taught song and movement to the Church Schoolers.
December 18 -- Christmas Pageant, led by Fr. Martin, presented at the 10:00 am service.
Respectfully Submitted in Peace + Gratitude,
Kristin Koop
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Grace Youth Group
Youth Group meets every Friday evening throughout the school year. Comprised of a core group of five
youth, occasional other youth participants, and two adult mentors – Holly Puckett and Martin Elfert –
Youth Group engages in a balance of fellowship, service, study, song, art, and prayer. Following the
Journey To Adulthood curriculum, we learn together about who we are and whose we are as individuals
and as Christians.
Respectfully Submitted,
Martin Elfert and Holly Puckett

Lectionary Study
The Lectionary Bible Study Group meets at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings in the Ella Brown Room. We
use the study packet from the subscription service, “Reading Between the Lines,” published by The
Educational Center in Charlotte, NC. The focus is on a passage from that Sunday’s Revised Common
Lectionary readings, with historical background information, personal responses from the staff of
“Reading Between the Lines,” and relevant readings drawn from history and literature.
Our group is small but mighty and we have very lively discussions. Some members of our group are
from the 8:00 am service, and they give us insight from the sermon. Some of us attend the 10:00 am
service and prepare ourselves for that service through the discussions from the class. Coffee is usually
ready...come and join us!
Respectfully submitted,
Becky Wong

The Daughters of the King
Daughters of Grace
(Las Flores de Jesus – The Flowers of Jesus)
The Daughters of the King (DOK) is a lay order for women whose three-fold mission is evangelism,
prayer and service, and serving at the discretion of the Rector.
During the past year, we have studied the parables and completed a series on growing a rule of life. We
are currently studying the saints and other important persons from “Holy Women Holy Men.”
In June, we joined the “St. Luke’s” chapter for a “Quiet Day” retreat at the Bishop’s Close. We traveled
to Grants Pass for the annual Oregon Diocese assembly in September with Lori Geres as the Keynote
Speaker.
In October, we also joined the “Lighthouse” chapter in Florence at which time Bishop Hanley installed
Mother Georgia Du Bose as the DOK Diocesan Chaplain.
Respectfully submitted,
Demetria Keck
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Women of Grace
The Women of Grace, WOG, includes all women who attend Grace Memorial Episcopal Church. We are
connected with the Oregon Episcopal Church Women, referred to as ECW, and strongly encourage all
women to attend our meetings and become involved in making the Women of Grace an active part of
the Grace Community. We are continuing to pay our annual dues to the ECW of Oregon so we can
participate in their activities.
Our main fundraising event continues to be the Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar held on the first Saturday in
December. Last year it was held on December 3 and included 20 artists from our own parish, Grace
Institute, and the wider Grace Community. A portion of the artists’ sales goes directly to the Women of
Grace account. A high point of the bazaar is the food booth where nearly all proceeds benefit Women
of Grace. The St. Mary’s Guild offered a beautiful quilt won by Judy Fleming. The net profit for the
Women of Grace was around $4,200. This annual event has been WOG’s main source of income since
the 1940s.
The money raised is used for church projects and activities. The Women of Grace also makes grants to
parish programs and other organizations. Our budget for this is based on the amount raised each year.
These grants are divided into three main designations: Church, Clergy and Parish House, Service for
Parishioners and Gifts to the Community. In the past money has been used for remodeling the
downstairs women’s restroom, new roller shades in the Parish Hall and kitchen, vesting robes for altar
servers, supplies for the kitchen and other requests.
In 2016, the Women of Grace fundraising specifically supported a stipend for the Church School
Coordinator, Grace Art Camp scholarships, St. Mary’s Guild and a Clergy Discretionary Fund. Our budget
also allows us to replenish some supplies for the kitchen, as well as put away a little money for larger
future projects.
Again, we would love to have all women of Grace attend the meetings. We would also appreciate
feedback on how we can better serve the needs of all the women of Grace. Our annual evaluation
luncheon meeting will be held within the next month… keep an eye out for an announcement in the
weekly online Grace E-notes.

Respectfully submitted by the Leadership Team,
Susan Germundson, Sharon Loomis-Malin, and Connie Sullivan
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Friday Community Dinners
As most of you know, our church, in cooperation with Westminster Presbyterian Church, serves a sitdown meal to 65 to 75 low-income and street people every Friday, except for eight weeks in the
summer during Grace Art Camp. This is a tradition dating back to the spring of 1994.
Approximately 2,400 dinners were served in 2016, half of them by Westminster Presbyterian. We would
like to see more Grace members getting involved. Many individuals and families who are not Grace
Parish members, including students from Grant High School and from Oregon Episcopal School (OES),
provide help during these dinners. On average there are as many non-Grace volunteers as there are
Grace volunteers who help at these meals.
Responsibility for planning the menus, buying the food and preparing the meals is shared by five
members of our congregation. It’s a challenging but rewarding experience. If you are interested in
joining the cooking staff, we would be delighted and help you to get started. Please contact me, Hale
McMahon at halebmcm@comcast.net, or Bob Zimmer at bobkat@spiritone.com.

Respectfully,
Hale McMahon
Coordinator
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Grace Community Center Auction
The “almost annual” Community Center Auction was held in September. We usually take inspiration
from the culture and folktales explored over the summer by Grace Art Camp and we went to Alaska!
We welcomed you to “Alaska . . . A Northern Lights Gala,” complete with lovely decorations, bubbly,
music by Al Andalus and Mike Van Liew, wonderful silent and live auction items, Alaskan cuisine from
Catering Beyond Borders, and fabulous sign-up opportunities. We experienced an eye-poppin’ gift card
frenzy and a heart-warmin’ paddle raise!
Our event was a success on many levels. We raised $46,192 and funds are still coming our way! The
paddle raise came in at $16,031, benefitting our food ministries here at Grace! Those funds are included
in the total raised; however, they are reported in the budget in the restricted funds report.
The Community Center is home to numerous enterprises: Grace Art Camps, PHAME Academy, various
12-step groups and the Friday Community Dinner to name only a few.
We want to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers and donors, the generosity of our local
businesses and, of course, our faithful guests!

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Entrikin, Sharon Loomis-Malin and Becky Wong

Tickets (not seats)
$6,725.00
Live
$13,175.00
Silent
$5,989.00

Signup
$2,860.00

Sellable Items
$532.00
Raffle
$880.00

Paddle Raise for Friday Community Dinner
$16,031.00
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Grace Campus Usage
During 2016, the Grace campus continued to cultivate partnerships with many local non-profits.
Four days a week from mid-January until mid-June and mid-September until mid-December, Grace
shared its space with PHAME, Portland region’s fine and performing arts organization serving adults with
developmental disabilities. PHAME students filled Grace with laughter and energy as they creatively
expressed themselves through a variety of classes and workshops throughout the Grace campus while
the PHAME staff used the Grace House as office space.
The Grace campus continued its partnership with local community organizations, like Sullivan’s Gulch
Neighborhood Association and New City Initiative. We also became a member of the Interfaith Alliance
on Poverty group that meets at Grace.
Twelve-step groups were also part of the Grace campus’ dynamic with Women’s AA, Overeaters
Anonymous, Al-Anon 5+, and Gamblers Anonymous, to name a few.
Many other outside groups held meetings and events at Grace such as: Camp Blue Spruce, Allegro
Investment Group, and the Nigerian Community in Oregon & Southwest Washington.
The Grace campus also continued to offer space for religious groups including the Presbyterian Prayer
Group, Episcopal Communicators, and United Methodist Deacons.
In 2016, two new groups used our space: Vanderbilt University students stayed at the Halsey House
during their “Alternative Spring Break” as they spent a week in Portland working with organizations that
promote environmental sustainability. Multnomah County also used our space for a series of Social
Workers trainings.
During the summer, the American Red Cross held a blood drive at Grace, and we hope to continue with
two blood drives each year.
Once again, the Grace campus hosted a wide range of organizations and 12-step meetings enriching the
Grace environment and allowing us to continue our mission to serve the larger community.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellie Martin
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The Grace Labyrinth Guild
In 2016, the Labyrinth Guild continued to provide opportunities for the parish and local community to
make use of this unique prayerful tool. The Guild strives to integrate the labyrinth into the seasons of
our Christian life as well as to welcome people of all faiths and walks of life to find healing, peace, and
inspiration through this ancient experience.
During 2016, the Guild’s activities included the following events and activities:
New Year’s Day Labyrinth Peace Walk: For over nine years, the Labyrinth Guild has offered the local
community the opportunity to begin the new year with a meditative walk for peace. On January 1, 2016
the Guild held a three-hour walk open to the public which was welcomed by many return attendees as
well as new participants. Both of the Guild’s labyrinths were offered — the larger Chartres style in the
Parish Hall with musical accompaniment along with the smaller classical style in the Mason Burnham
Room for silent walking. Musical accompaniment was provided by Aage Nielsen on douçaine along with
Kim Swennes and Julia Smith on harp. We were fortunate to again close the event with prayerful dances
led by sacred dance instructor Jane Rickenbaugh.
Holy Saturday Silent Walk: The labyrinth was available for the Grace community to be able to walk
prayerfully during the preparation for Easter.
Church School Food Labyrinth: As an educational offering for Church School, a lesson was provided by
Guild members which included an overview of labyrinths along with the arranging of food donations in
the shape of a labyrinth. This annual effort continues to provide an introduction to the labyrinth for our
youngest Grace members while also providing needed contributions for the Sack Lunch Ministry.
Memorial Walk: Friends of Patty and Dale Walhood requested use of a labyrinth to hold a walk in their
memory, honoring the special place that labyrinths held for the couple. The Guild was honored to
provide the means for this special tribute.
The Guild's activities this year were guided by the contributions of founding members, current
members, and new volunteers. We look forward to joining with new members in 2017 to continue this
unique and important ministry.

Respectfully,
The Grace Labyrinth Guild
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Music at Grace
I would like to extend a note of thanks on behalf of the congregation and Vestry to all the musicians of
our parish who have so loyally contributed their gifts of time and talent through music ministry to the
glory of God in our worship services.
Special thanks to our dedicated and hard-working Coventry Choir – who joyfully sing and help to lead
music at fifty-plus services a year. Coventry Choir members are a diverse group of dedicated people:
librarians, educators, computer specialists, pharmacists, homemakers, retirees and others, some with
music training, some not. What we have in common is a love of music and the desire to praise God. The
motto of J.S. Bach: “To God alone be the glory” is the foundation of the choir; in all that we do, in all that
we sing, our intent is to glorify God. The choir is a group of people who have become a family; who work
hard together and play together. The choir continued to have terrific brunches, parties, and social
gatherings throughout the year. From Byrd to Bach, Britten, spirituals and global music, the Coventry
Choir sings and performs great sacred music of all ages. I am grateful for the choir’s hard work, love of
sacred choral music, dedication, loyalty and commitment. They are at the foundation of the music
ministry of Grace. I am grateful for the many new faces in the choir this past year – and we always
welcome more! Many thanks to Phoebe MacRae, Debbie McDuffee, Connie Sullivan for their leadership
in cantor and solo roles. A special THANK YOU to Emmy Ageros and other members of the choir who
dutifully organize and maintain the Choir Library.
Other special musical highlights have included special music and solos by Phoebe MacRae, soprano;
Jonathon Johnson, trumpet & brass; a meditative offering of "Spiegel im Spiegel" composed by Arvo Pärt
performed by Kim Mai Nguyen, viola, on Maundy Thursday; Faure's Requiem sung by the choir on All
Saints Sunday; Brian Litzenberger, Scot Crandal and Phoebe MacRae soloing with the choir at the
memorial of long-time choir members Patty & Dale Walhood; Bruce and Gwyneth Van Buskirk,
recorders & Renaissance guitar, and Travis Carey, lutenist and lute maker, performing Christmas music
at the Christmas Eve services.
A special thank you to our Grace BellRingers who have helped to enrich our worship ministry through
their gift of ringing handbells on special feast days. Many thanks to Alicia Lehrle (Bell Captain), Carol
Snead, Connie Sullivan, Debbie McDuffee and other volunteers who helped to ring bells at special
services.
In the spring of 2015, the Vestry approved the formation of an Organ Committee to spearhead the long
overdue project of substantial maintenance and completion of the Casavant Organ in the Sanctuary. A
committee of six was formed in the fall (Cynthia Doran, Connie Sullivan, Sally Fraser, Jan Burkholder,
Warren Burkholder (chair), and Music Director Susan Jensen). The Vestry approved moving ahead in the
first stage of releathering and repairing the organ. Significant funds both from generous donations and
fund-raising concerts have allowed us to sign a contract with the Bond Organ Company, Portland,
Oregon, and begin work in the first stage of a three level plan.
The Sanctuary continues to become a musical mecca for some of the best musicians in the city to
perform concert offerings. Music at Grace presented several wonderful events for the congregation and
the wider community. A joint Evensong was sung on Trinity Sunday with the Boys Choir of Oregon
Episcopal School, the Choir at St. Michael and All Angels and Coventry Choir of Grace Memorial. A
wonderful reception followed. Other special concerts have included internationally acclaimed, guest
harpsichordist, Elisabeth Wright from the Indiana University School of Early Music and Dorothy Parker
performing organ accompaniment to the original silent film, Phantom of the Opera. A second annual
“Yule Be Merry!” Christmas concert featured Phoebe MacRae, Adam LaMotte, violin, Holly Stern, violin,
and Vicki Gunn, viola, with a fabulous yule log cake reception afterwards.
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We welcome members to this joyful community of faith, fellowship and music ministry and to come sing
in the Coventry Choir, play Dutch liturgical handbells, participate in a seasonal Youth Choir, and
contribute in all ways that give you a voice of song to glorify God and bring beauty to your day.
Thank you all for your wonderful, kind and generous support in the music ministry at Grace.

Blessings to you,
Susan Jensen
Choir Director/Organist
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The Guild of St. Mary
Working with the support of the Women of Grace (Episcopal Church Women or ECW), the Guild of St.
Mary gathers most Saturdays each month to sew, quilt, crochet and knit projects for outreach.
Members also gather to work on individual projects and to learn new skills. Anyone interested in
learning how to make a quilt is most welcome to come and visit or attend one of our learning
workshops.
There are several components to the Guild that make it integral to the life of our parish and an example
of the many different and creative ways we do ministry and outreach at Grace.
We make quilts and blankets to give to those who need them. Since 2003, we have been making quilts
and blankets to give to Bradley Angle House, a program that provides shelter and related services for
women, children, families and members of the LGBTQ communities escaping domestic violence. After a
special blessing during the 10:00 am service on December 11, 2016, 72 new and unique quilts and
blankets were presented to Bradley Angle just in time for Christmas.
We sponsor a quilt project for Grace’s annual Grace Art Faire & Holiday Bazaar. This quilt project is a
multi-faceted work of art involving collaboration and creative challenge. It is raffled off at the December
Grace Art Faire & Bazaar.
In 2016, the annual quilt “He gives snow like wool; He scatters frost…” (Psalm 147:16) featured an
extemporaneous design using a mix of wintery blue and white fabrics. The long-arm quilting was
completed by master quilter Pat Roche in an allover snowflake design to support overall concept.
In 2016, the group also made a smaller Alaskan Night Sky themed quilt for the Grace Community
Auction.
We treasure our relationships with one another. Having just completed our 13th year, we find that
getting together to work on outreach quilts, joint projects or on our own tasks in the company of others
who represent a wide range of age groups is a great blessing and joy! We meet most Saturdays in the
Mason Burnham Room at Grace, and we have had the pleasure of welcoming several new and returning
quilters this past year for a total of about 15 members. St. Mary’s welcomes women of all ages and skill
levels to join us, and, if you are a beginner, we will teach you what you need to know! It is also a very
welcoming place for mothers and daughters.
In February of 2016 we offered another “Pray. Learn to Quilt. Laugh. Eat. Repeat Workshop” to help us
jump start our 2016 projects. (Watch for our 2017 schedule!)
In 2016, our work was greatly assisted by donated materials. (We do welcome donations of 100% quilt
weight cotton fabric or 100% cotton flannel, and it is important to note that we believe there is almost
no such thing as ugly fabric.) Cash donations, including a generous $500 grant from ECW, were used to
purchase additional supplies such as thread, and quilt batting as well as backing and finishing fabrics.

Respectfully submitted,
Mariann Koop-McMahon
Coordinator
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Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry
In 2016, the Grace Sack Lunch Ministry distributed over 1,500 sack lunches, 200 pairs of socks, and many
hats and gloves to homeless and low-income individuals who came to our door. For well over 20 years,
Grace has regularly distributed food items during the week to people coming to us in need.
The program has been primarily dependent upon food donations from parishioners. Thanks to generous
donations at the 2016 Grace Community Center Auction, the program now has additional funds to
readily supplement the donations. The sack lunches continue to be made up of a selection of hearty and
nutritious, non-perishable items including pop-top cans of pork and beans, pop-top soups, pop-top
hearty stews, tuna and chicken snack boxes, Vienna sausages, granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups,
small packets of dried fruit and nuts and small juice cartons. We strive to make each lunch with protein,
fruit, fiber and calcium. The donated hats, gloves and particularly the socks, so critical to the health and
comfort of those on the streets, are widely appreciated by recipients. Donations of toiletries such as
shampoo, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste are also frequently distributed and much appreciated.
The Church School hosted the fourth annual food labyrinth in October which resulted in a generous
supply of food for many meals. This food labyrinth plays an important part in raising parish awareness of
needed donations and sustaining the Sack Lunch Ministry. Many thanks to the parishioners who so
faithfully donate food, make up the sacks and distribute the lunches to those who come to us in need of
a nutritious lunch and a place of welcome.

Respectfully submitted,
Sally Fraser & Avril Johnson
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Social Media
“Getting Social at Grace”
The Social Media group started in the fall of 2016 with six Grace parishioners and Father Martin “getting
social at Grace”!
At our first meeting, we shared the many reasons why Grace Memorial Episcopal Church is a special
place to be. We also spoke about the various ways we can communicate through social media, and how
we would like to share more information about the various ministries, programs, events, and resources
at Grace.
We started a new segment called “Parishioner Spotlight” and Denise Jarrett-Weeks interviewed Grace
parishioner Charles Addy McGee II. You can read the interview and learn more about Charles on our
website at www.grace-memorial.org/parishioner-spotlight/.
At the beginning of December, we expanded our social media platforms to include Instagram!
“Follow” us on Instagram at “graceportland”.
We also have more followers on Facebook and Twitter:
“Like” us on Facebook “@gracememorialportland”.
“Follow” us on Twitter “@graceportland”.
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Grace Foundation

The Grace Foundation continued in 2016 working with our Investment manager, Trillium Asset
Management. As of December 31, 2016 the Foundation’s portfolio was valued at $975,737. After
grants in the amount of $28,500 to the Grace Institute and $8,500 to Grace Memorial Episcopal
Church for administrative costs in 2016, the Foundation showed an increase of $14,232 for the
year.
As in the past, the Foundation has assisted Grace Institute by funding specific projects to
support Institute programs and efforts. In January 2017, the Foundation approved Grace Institute’s
grant proposal for 2017 in the amount of $29,400. This grant includes:
A. Up to $2,500 to fund the continuation of Grace Institute’s Employee 50% Benefit Tuition
Discount for GI’s and GMEC’s Staff Children
B. $12,500 to fund Financial Need-based Scholarships
C. $7,000 to support Grace Art Camp’s Local Cultural Guest Artists Outreach Project
D. $1,400 to support GAC and GMEC Communities “Joining the Parade”
E. $2,500 to support Relationship Building with Partner Agencies in Development of GI’s
Scholarship Outreach Efforts and Goals
F. $1,000 Partnering Funds with the Morrison Family Charitable Foundation’s $4000 Grant
to GAC for an Additional Ceramics Kiln Installation
G. $2,500 for computer server and technology upgrades

Respectfully submitted,
Jeremy T. Thiessen
President
Trustees for 2017
Jeremy Thiessen, President
Larry Snyder, Vice President
Sally Fraser, Secretary
Avril Johnson, Treasurer
Rev. Martin Elfert, Ex-officio
Susan Little
Kari Stanley
Maya Crawford
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Grace Institute
Grace Institute is a non-profit organization committed to building avenues that allow human
relationships to flourish in positive and creative ways for the benefit of all. It is in this light that the
Institute seeks “to lift the human spirit through activities that engage in creativity, invite discovery, and
build community.” Grace Institute’s signature program, Grace Art Camps, involves a collaborative,
creative, and diverse community spanning a range of interests in the arts shaped by cultural awareness
and appreciation for all peoples.
Looking back at 2016, a successful transitional year unfolded with a new director and an evolving Board
of Directors, alongside a transitional year for Grace Memorial Episcopal Church. The year was spent on
maintaining stability in operations and camps while re-defining, re-orienting, and re-calibrating.
Spring Break Camp introduced young campers to a traditional Buddhist tale from Tibet, The Blossom
Tree, which guided our way through camp, culminating in a unique celebration of renewal and creation
with a handmade blossom tree which was left as a gift for the Parish to integrate into the Hallelujah Tree
and Easter Festivities. Camp operated at full enrollment of 72 children.
Grace Art Camp Alaska marked its 20th summer camp celebrating Alaska Native Culture. The successful
enrollment patterns Art Camp has experienced over the past three years continued, filling to capacity in
a new record time of two weeks and bringing 1,204 children to camp over seven weeks. Approximately
300 children were on the waitlist from which 130 were placed into camp. Grace Art Camp will continue
to stay firm at its enrollment cap of 172 campers per week as this makes for a more consistent and
quality experience for everyone, as well as being the most efficient use of the space to which GI
currently has access.
In celebration of Art Camp’s 20 years, a weekly Birthday Scholarship Fund Raffle was held during GAC’s
Friday Celebrations, raising money for the Scholarship Fund.
The Grace Memorial Foundation Grant for 2016 enabled Grace Art Camp to put three key projects into
motion with regards to a new cultural outreach approach, added several unique and authentic
experiences to Camp this past summer:
GI contracted the services of Alaska Teen Media Institute, a video production organization for
young people learning video production and storytelling in Anchorage, Alaska. They produced a
video made especially for Grace Art Camp entitled “Yupik Culture,” featuring two prominent upcoming Yup’ik artists. Francisco Martinez, the youth producer on this project, spent five weeks at
camp as GAC’s inaugural Youth Artist-in-Residence. Under the mentorship of ATMI, Francisco is
currently producing a 20th anniversary commemorative video, celebrating Art Camp with
footage he took while working at Camp. It is scheduled for completion March 1, 2017. The Grant
subsidized these videos.
The Foundation Grant helped GAC sponsor local Alaska Native Elders, Frank and Rosa Alby, who
graced each week of camp, sharing their stories about what life is like as an Alaskan Native.
Their presence awed both campers and staff.
GI requires an Art Camp Orientation for all counselors and CITs. This past year we invited a
professional trainer to present a workshop on positive interaction skill building between staff and
campers. Since Art Camp strives for a positive environment and interaction between everyone in
the community, this training provided us with leadership skills and a toolbox of coping skills with
which to engage kids.
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Winter Peace Camp brought the year to a close as campers, artists and counselors explored what it
might look like to create space for peace through the tale “The Friendship Orchard,” from Kazakhstan. In
addition to individual projects, campers danced together as a flock of colorful birds planting seeds in a
future orchard and created prayer flags for the GMEC Parish Hall, shared with so many in the wider
Portland community. Peace Camp quickly filled to capacity for the first time ever, and with a waitlist!
Fifty-one Scholarships were awarded on need-based criteria to campers, including one young counselor
who was granted the opportunity to train and work as a counselor. Grace Institute is grateful to the
Margaret Watt Edwards Trust, the Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Foundation’s annual grants, the
Women of Grace and parish family donors, as well as individuals and GAC families, for the generous
donations that make these scholarships possible.
The Kate Bennison Grace Art Camp Full Scholarship Fund was established in December with the
purpose of providing 7-10 additional full scholarships over the next 5 years. Kate Bennison was an artist
and an advocate for art education for children. In her words, “Any of our shared experiences – art,
gardening, family – that is what grows our souls.”
Morrison Charitable Family Fund granted GAC $4,000 to add a second kiln to the ceramics studio,
opening doors for Art Camp projects as well as help build potential Artists-in-Residence opportunities.
Grace Institute and the GMEC Parish Community came together for fused glass classes offered to the
GMEC and GAC communities during the fall and winter holidays and to Church School during Epiphany.
The Institute continues to contribute the Visual Arts Room and materials to Church School, the youth
group, and various other activities including the GMEC Auction. A few GAC Artists assist with Church
School projects and six GAC artists were in the Grace Holiday Art Faire and Bazaar.
Grace Institute is immensely grateful for the dedicated GMEC Volunteers who support GI and Art Camp
in a myriad of ways throughout the year. Grace Art Camps would not hum along as smoothly without
this consistent support covering door security, coffee, tea, and snack preparation, and assisting with
office work. A sincere and heartfelt thank you!
Last but not least, GI’s new website launched the last day of 2016 and has moved us all forward into
2017. It is with gratitude that we thank Grace Memorial Episcopal Church and its Parish who continue to
welcome the many Art Camp activities that burst with joy around the GMEC campus. We look forward
to the Parish’s continued support and enthusiasm while we continue Grace Institute’s vibrant art camp
programs and scholarship fundraising efforts.
It is the good fortune of Grace Institute and Grace Art Camps to have excellent staff: Mariann KoopMcMahon, Operations Manager and Registrar, and Linda McQuery, Business Manager, bring significant
expertise, experience, dedication, and flexibility these past many years. The Institute is also graced with
talented and experienced seasonal studio artists and counselors who imbue this unique Art Camp
community with the pulse of life. Without all these people, there would not be Grace Art Camp.
We are deeply grateful for the contributions of Patty and Dale Walhood, long-time supporters and
tireless volunteers. Patty and Dale passed away on August 4.
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2016 Grace Institute Board of Directors
Patty Walhood (President, Executive Committee Member)
Karen Talus (Acting-President, President)
Becky Ruotsi-Wong (Secretary, President-elect)
Alicia Cash (Treasurer, Secretary-elect)
Stephen Weeks
Shelley Stoffer
Amy Webb
Judy Goff
Susan Germundson
Rev. Martin Elfert (Rector, Grace Memorial Episcopal Church)
Ashley Smith (Executive Director)

On behalf of Grace Institute and respectfully submitted by,
Ashley Smith
Executive Director
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Board Members
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Vestry:
Kelly Goodrich, Senior Warden
Nancy Entrikin, Junior Warden
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk
Avril Johnson, Treasurer
Gale Beagle
Susan Little
Sharon Loomis-Malin
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Judy Prosper
James Smith
Clare Soennichsen
Becky Wong

Grace Institute:
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Karen Talus (Acting-President, President)
Becky Ruotsi-Wong (Secretary, President-elect)
Alicia Cash (Treasurer, Secretary-elect)
Stephen Weeks
Shelley Stoffer
Amy Webb
Judy Goff
Susan Germundson
Rev. Martin Elfert (Rector, Grace Memorial Episcopal Church)
Ashley Smith (Executive Director)

Foundation Trustees for 2017:
Jeremy Thiessen, President
Larry Snyder, Vice President
Sally Fraser, Secretary
Avril Johnson, Treasurer
Rev. Martin Elfert, Ex-officio
Susan Little
Kari Stanley
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