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Grace Memorial Episcopal Church 
Portland, Oregon 

 

Annual Meeting of the Parish 
 

     
 

 
AGENDA 

 
January 28, 2018 

 
 

Opening Prayer     The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 
Epiphany Gifts Church School 
 
Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting Steve Lovett 
[Vote required] 
 
Report of the Vestry Nominating Committee Steve Lovett 
and election of persons to serve on the Vestry 
[Vote required] 
 
Rector’s Report     The Rev. Martin Elfert 
 
Financial Report     The Rev. Martin Elfert & Curt Germundson 
and Presentation of the 2018 Budget 
 
Acceptance of reports as printed   The Rev. Martin Elfert 
[Vote required] 
 
Recognitions The Rev. Martin Elfert  
 
Other business 
 
Blessing and adjournment    The Rev. Martin Elfert 
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Annual Meeting of the Parish 

 

February 19, 2017 
Minutes 

 

 Opening Prayer 

The meeting began at noon with a song led by Fr. Martin Elfert, who was resplendent in electric blue 
trousers, and an opening prayer. 

 Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting 

Kelly Goodrich, Sr. Warden, began by thanking the Altar Guild for hosting the Silver Tea. She then asked 
for corrections, if any, to the minutes from the 2016 Annual Meeting. There were none, and Warren 
Burkholder moved to accept the minutes as presented. Kathleen Chapman seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 

Report of the Vestry Nominating Committee and election of persons to serve on the Vestry 

 Before the slate of vestry members was announced, Fr. Elfert noted he has been asked why Grace uses 
the vestry selection model of a slate being presented for approval at the Annual Meeting rather than a 
competitive election. Both options have pros and cons, and, while an election is the more traditional 
method, Grace has used the presented slate model for a long time. An election can take longer if 
multiple ballots are required, and either option has the possibility of more volunteers than openings. 
While the model cannot be changed for 2017, it could be for the 2018 Annual Meeting. Parishioners 
interested in the model used for vestry member selection should talk to a vestry member. 

Kelly Goodrich introduced the slate of vestry members, who were asked to stand. She called for 
additional nominations but none were voiced. Sharon Loomis-Malin moved to accept the slate of vestry 
members, and the motion was seconded by Becky Wong. There was no discussion, and the motion 
passed unanimously.  The new vestry members with 3-year terms are Elyssa de la Cruz, David Goodrich, 
Phillip Koop and Peyton Snead; Nora McLaughlin was elected to a 2-year term. 

Fr. Elfert noted a vote is needed by the parish for delegates to the Diocesan Convention, but one more 
candidate is needed. The Convention will take place in Salem towards the end of October, and 
scholarships are available. Interested parishioners should talk to a vestry member, and a vote will take 
place when the slate is full. Becky Wong commented this year’s Convention will be a follow-up to the 
rewording of the constitution and a vote will be taken on the new language. She also asked if a video of 
the address by the Lutheran bishop given at the Convention last year could be made available to the 
parish. 

Rector’s Report 

Fr. Elfert began by commenting on all the good reports included in the Annual Report. He recalled advice 
offered by his late father-in-law, Bob MacRae, who was a priest for nearly 60 years, on how to run a 
parish. Fr. MacRae’s advice was to “love everyone”. Fr. Elfert believes we are all connected at Grace and 
do a good job worshipping together as a community. In short, he loves being here. He continued by 
saying, with all the recent changes in our national make-up, “negation” (defining ourselves by saying 
“we are not…”) cannot be sustained over a long period of time, and, in the year ahead he urges a 
community conversation about what we do now and what we’re called to do as a community.  

Fr. Elfert is planning to send a team from Grace to the College for Congregational Development where 
the team will learn how to discern a project for the parish, possibly a plan for welcoming newcomers, 
and how to take it back to the parish and implement the project. Next, a better plan for tracking 
pastoral care is needed so visits are made as they should be, and Grace’s deacon, Ken Powell, will help 
develop a plan to ensure timely visits. Additionally, the team exploring renovation options for the Grace 
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campus has been meeting with all stakeholders involved in the process. More information will be 
presented to the parish after additional meetings of the team. He concluded his report by 
acknowledging his gratefulness for being at Grace. 

Financial Report 

Avril Johnson presented the financial report and budget noting the income for the budget is close to last 
year’s amount. She pointed out some increases and other adjustments and noted the maintenance 
reserve is growing. The expenses are about the same as last year, but changes include cost of living 
increases, health insurance for office staff, and compensation for the Church School Coordinator. While 
printing expenses have decreased over the last few years, suggestions for further reducing printing costs 
are welcome. Some suggestions offered included just printing special music for Sunday rather than a 
complete bulletin and service, and posting the bulletin online before Sunday for parishioners to print at 
home. It was requested to have the prayer list printed as some like to take this home for prayers during 
the week.  Additional suggestions and concerns can be given to a vestry member. 

The discontinuation of a printed newsletter was commented on and noted as being missed. Fr. Elfert 
said there is a list of some who have requested and receive a printed newsletter.  

It was asked if any funds are allocated for “With Love from Grace”, and Avril replied there is money for 
the program in the restricted funds. It was noted the traditional use of “With Love from Grace” was to 
provide funds for a parishioner with any kind of need. 

Also, a question was asked about obtaining a new or replacement name tag, and the answer given was 
to call Ellie Martin in the office with the request. 

Adding pictures to the directory was requested and will be explored further.  

Judy Prosper moved to accept the budget as presented, and Gale Beagle seconded the motion. There 
was no further discussion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 Recognitions 

Fr. Elfert thanked the retiring class of vestry members for their service: James Smith; Susan Little; Nancy 
Entrikin, who was noted as a very effective Jr. Warden; and Kelly Goodrich, who provided Fr. Elfert with 
good checks and balances and whose leadership will be missed. 

He continued by commenting on the important and transformative work carried out by the Interfaith 
Alliance; Grace’s dedicated volunteer registrar Tom Krause; the very faithful service of Demetria Keck at 
the 8am service and who is always, always at the church before Fr. Elfert; and Charles McGee who is so 
constant with serving at the 10am service. He noted the embarrassment of riches we have with gifted 
preachers offering a wonderful variety of voices, and he thanked the choir, altar guild and servers whose 
prayerful presence is much appreciated.  The Church School is creating great art projects and 
encouraging the growth of faith. And he apologized to Frank Schramling as the gift he ordered for him 
has not yet arrived. It’s thanks to Frank the campus has such wonderful curb appeal and lets all who 
pass by know we love this place and a vibrant ministry is to be found within. 

Fr. Elfert began the presentation of the Angeline Berry Award by saying the gift of time is not always 
recognized, and this year’s recipient, Becky Wong, has given so much time to almost every reception 
and event at Grace in the past year. She is a true pillar of the church. He presented her with a “singing 
bowl” and the book, Yes, by Richard Rohr. Becky thanked all who had helped her and stressed she had 
not done all this work by herself. She also said she had a special award – a golden toilet plunger – for 
Nancy Entrikin who was not able to attend the meeting. 

Acceptance of Reports  

There was no discussion of the reports, and a motion by Larry Snyder was made to approve the reports 
as presented. The motion was seconded by Jim Frahm and passed unanimously. 

Other Business 
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A slide show of the past year at Grace was shown along with a musical accompaniment by the choir and 
anyone who wished to join in the singing. Also, Fr. Elfert led us through the very fun General Meeting 
Trivia. He added thanks to Holly Puckett for her help with the Youth Group, and to Mariann Koop-
McMahon for all she does. 

Blessing and Adjournment 

Fr. Elfert led us in a prayer from the Prayer Book and concluded with a blessing. The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:20pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alicia Perkins Lehrle 
Clerk to the Vestry 

 
 

Rector’s Report 
 
 
You are holding in your hands a story.  
 
It is a story about who we are and about whose we are, about how over the past year we have done our 
very best to say “yes” to following Jesus with our finances, with our time, with our wisdom, with our 
compassion, with our doubts and our longings and our hopes. It is a story about faith. 
 
Some of the story is a little different – and maybe a little drier – than what you might discover in an 
adventure book. Not all of us, for instance, find budgets to be total page-turners. But even here, even 
within our budget’s spreadsheet, there is a story about following Jesus. The budget proclaims that sharing 
the Gospel with a new generation via church school matters to us. It proclaims that caring for the 
buildings and grounds of which God has made us stewards matters. It proclaims that having a safe place 
in which anyone who wants can come and share a hot meal on Friday nights matters. 
 
I am so grateful for the story of faith which is reflected within these pages. I am so grateful that, with 
God’s help, you and I are able to tell it together. 
 
I can’t wait to find out what happens next. 
  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. Martin Elfert 
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Vestry Nominations 
 

 
 

Three Year Term: Louise Tippens 
 

 
 
I have been a member of the parish since my son, Riley, was born in 
1999. A lifelong Episcopalian, I am proud of the church’s emphasis on 
inclusiveness and social justice. I am married to Peter West. I am 
Founding Director of Camp Blue Spruce, a summer camp for kids with 
food allergies. I have a background in political campaigns and project 
management and program planning with non-profits and the City of 
Portland. 
 
 

 
 
 

Three Year Term: Robin Gault 
 

I moved to Portland from Tallahassee, Florida, in June 2013 following 
the death of my husband, and joined Grace Memorial shortly after I 
arrived here. I have been an Episcopalian since college, and I was an 
active member of my Florida church for 30 years.  At Grace Memorial 
I have participated in Benedictine Way, the Catechumenate, and the 
2017 Auction Committee, and I was a delegate to diocesan 
convention in November 2016.  I have been very impressed with the 
enthusiasm and sense of mission here at Grace Memorial ever since I 
arrived, and I look forward to serving you. 
 

 
 

Three Year Term: Andrew Eshleman 
 

 
I grew up in rural Pennsylvania where my family attended a Methodist 
church. After college I began my first line of full-time work in the retail 
furniture business managing stores in upstate New York.  I went to 
graduate school in Southern California to study religion and philosophy, 
and it's there that I began attending an Episcopal Church.  After my first 
teaching job at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, I moved here six 
years ago to chair the philosophy department at the University of 
Portland. My wife, Alice Gates, and I live in NE Portland. 
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Three Year Term: Cameron Denney 
 

 
 
I am a Portland native and fifth generation Oregonian. I attended 
The Catlin Gabel School, received my BA in Geology at the 
University of Oregon, my Master of Social Work at Portland State 
University, and my School Counseling Licensure at Lewis and Clark. 
I retired from Portland Public Schools in 2016. 
 
I have two adult daughters, Gwynneth and Avery, of whom I am 
extraordinarily proud. 
 
I joined Grace Memorial in 1999. My grandmother, Margaret Watt 
Edwards, attended Grace Memorial as a child. 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 9 

From the Senior Warden 

 
 

2017 was a year of transitions on the Vestry, even as we continued to dedicate ourselves to the 
betterment of the parish.  This report summarizes work by the Vestry and staff in 2017.  For more 
information, please consult any Vestry member or see the Vestry minutes on file in the office.    
 
Our January meeting was cancelled due to snow and ice, but we met every month from February 
through December, except July.  We also conducted an off-campus Mutual Ministry Review in October.  
Here are some of the highlights from the past year:    
 
New Office Administrator - Jackie Thomas:   We were very fortunate in early 2017 to hire Jackie Thomas 
as the new office administrator.  Jackie is a fast learner and very well organized.  If you haven’t yet 
experienced the impressive responsiveness of the office, just wait.  You will.  
 
Budget Enhancements:  Two major changes were approved in Grace’s annual budget.  First, it included 
for the first time health insurance coverage for the office staff.  Second, a stipend for the church school 
coordinator was approved.   
 
Building Use Policy:   The Vestry approved a building use policy to provide guidance in negotiating and 
dealing with the many outside groups that use our facilities.  Issues such as insurance, income, parking, 
etc. were considered in forming the policy. 
 
Campus-Wide No Smoking Policy:  After checking with our user groups, the Vestry approved a campus-
wide no smoking policy, with appropriate signage.  
 
Enhanced Campus Security:  The Vestry discussed the existing policy for locking up the facility, and a 
white board was installed for individuals and groups to check in and check out.  Security cameras were 
also installed, along with signage noting the presence of those cameras.  Using this system, screen shots 
of individuals who should not be on the campus will be shared with all user groups for everyone’s safety.  
Note that while these steps represent progress, campus security is a continuing priority for the Vestry 
and the community at large.   
 
Meetings With The Campus Master Planning Committee:   Consistent with the 2016 report by outgoing 
senior warden Kelly Goodrich, the Vestry has continued to meet with the Campus Master Planning 
Committee.  In April, the Vestry met with the Master Plan Committee, and discussed at length the short 
and long term needs of the Parish and what our options might be for meeting those needs, including 
Holliday Park Plaza.  We met again with the committee in December for an update on recent 
developments, in particular the emergence of the Portland Housing Bureau as a potential development 
sponsor.   
 
Parish Support for the Summer Lunch Program of the Partnership for a Hunger-Free Oregon:  Noting a 
continuing need to fund summer lunch programs in many areas of the state, the Vestry approved a 
$5,000 parish gift to the Summer Lunch Program.  
 
Gould Trio Concert:   A highlight for all who attended was a late March fund raiser for the organ 
rehab featuring the renowned Gould Trio and special guest clarinetist Robert Plane.  Thanks to Paul 
Parker for arranging the appearance and to Warren Burkholder for driving ticket sales.  
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Street Roots Comes to Grace:  The Vestry met with the Vendor Program Director of Street Roots, a 
weekly newspaper addressing issues of homelessness and poverty, as well as environmental and 
immigrant concerns.  The Vestry approved a three month trial period of permitting a Street Roots 
vendor at coffee hour, which was later extended due to the success of the program.  
 
Harvest Moon Auction:   Under the leadership of Vestry members Peyton Snead and Becky Wong, and 
with major help from a throng of other volunteers, the Harvest Moon Auction in September was 
another in a long stream of successful events at Grace.  The parish continues to find innovative and fun 
ways to enhance the auction experience.  The highlight for me was successfully bidding on a banana 
layer cake (thanks Kelly), for our table.   
 
Coffee Hour Reorg: Under the leadership of Carol Snead, parishioners joined or were assigned to a 
number of groups that will each be responsible for four or so coffee hours each year.  If the coffee hours 
we’ve had so far this year are representative of this approach, Carol has done us all a wonderful service! 
 
Assistive Listening System:  The Vestry approved the purchase of a new Assistive Listening System for 
use during services.    
 
Vestry Retreat:  In October, the Vestry convened at the Bishops Close for a Mutual Ministry Review, a 
form of  retreat.   Among other things, the Vestry discussed its own performance, and the recognition 
that turnover among the Vestry membership and leader ranks, delayed some of the initiatives that were 
discussed at the beginning of the year.   
 
Cash Management Policy:   Curt and Jackie Thomas developed a new cash management policy to 
address all types of cash collections and cash counting, while maintaining pledge-privacy among 
parishioners. 
  
Special Thanks to Curt “Smokey” Germundson:   Curt agreed to step in mid-year as Treasurer, and 
immediately engaged with Jackie to develop and review reports and otherwise cover the substantial 
responsibilities of the Office.  [For those of you who aren’t baseball fans, Smokey Burgess was the 
sport’s preeminent pinch-hitter]  
 
I am fortunate to serve on a Vestry made up of and supported by so many talented and dedicated 
people.   
 
My thanks to: 
 
Gale Beagle 
Elyssa de la Cruz 
Andrew Eshleman 
Robin Gault 
Dave Goodrich 
Phillip Koop 
Steve Lovett 
Nora McLaughlin 
Peyton Snead 

Becky Wong 
 
Rev. Martin Elfert 
Matthew David Morris, Field Education Student 
Curt Germundson, Treasurer 
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk to the Parish  
Judy Prosper  
Avril Johnson 

 
2018 is already lining up to be a big year in the life of this parish.  We have much to be grateful for, in 
particular our ability to enhance the lives of those around us by our work and example.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Lovett 
Senior Warden 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

I would like to thank Avril for serving as past treasurer; we are grateful for your service. 
 

I am currently serving as the interim treasurer and am happy to stay on as the permanent treasurer 
should that decision be made.  For those of you that do not know me, I have worked in public 
accounting for 15 years and since then as an executive for a local software company.  I have served as 
treasurer for Grace in the past and know much of the history and details of how we operate as an 
organization, including our affiliates Grace Institute and Grace Memorial Episcopal Church (GMEC) 
Foundation. 
 

2017 Summary 
As many of you know during the year our front office had some personnel changes.  Jackie Thomas is 
now responsible for the bookkeeping of the Parish and the Foundation.  She has been a great resource 
and is diligent about her work.  I look forward to working with her. 
 

The reports you see are a product of her efforts with my help.  I am currently working with her to close 
out the year.  Because the annual meeting is scheduled immediately after year end, its difficult to have 
final figures for the year.   I anticipate minor changes to the 2017 financial reports.  
 

2017 Financial Results 
I am happy to report that during the year we operated according to budget with some exceptions I 
would like to call out: 

• Pledge contributions were higher than budget due to generous donors and some timing 
differences recorded in the current year for 2016. 

• Support building use fees were below budget.  We will look into those revenues and believe our 
2017 budget was high.  We have adjusted the budget for 2018. 

• Contracted services dropped below budget due to changes with our web services contracts. 
• Utility expense was up as a result of the colder weather last winter. 
• Occupancy costs were slightly higher due to installation of security cameras on the campus. 
• The year ended with revenues ahead of expenses; we like that. 

 

2018 Goals and General Comments 
• GMEC Foundation:  During the next several weeks I will be working with Jackie to train her on 

how to manage and complete the accounting of the Foundation.  We have already initiated that 
process and hope to have reports to the vestry soon.  As of November 30th, 2017, the GMEC 
Foundation has an investment account balance of $1,079,572.  The donor amount of these 
funds ($1,000,000) is permanently restricted (endowed).  Earnings are distributed through 
foundation board action in accordance with the donors request to Grace Art Camp through 
grant requests. 

 

• Interim reporting:  Jackie has done great getting vestry financial reports.  I will work with Jackie 
to modify this reporting so that the vestry and Father Martin’s time can more effectively focus 
on key financial matters and decision making. 

 

• Stewardship:  During the budgeting process for 2018 I noticed that our membership 
contributions or “Pledges” do not cover the day to day operations of the church.  I think it would 
be a great goal to have our pledges cover our general operations. 

Grace Memorial is blessed with both talent and resources.  The future is bright and the opportunities for 
our community to thrive are strong.  Please do not hesitate to contact Jackie or myself should you have 
questions or comments. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Curt R. Germundson 

 

1% increase 
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Actual for 2016 
 

New in 2017 
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Likely to be slightly less now that we are on WordPress 
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From the Junior Warden 
 

2017 was a very busy year. I started the year by having to replace 3 toilets. Next with the help of Peter 
Fleming we spent almost 2 weeks last summer rebuilding the wrought Iron court yard entrance at the 
request of the Fire Department for safety reasons which involved a lot of cutting and wielding of the 
wrought Iron Gate. I would also like to thank Peter Fleming for his invaluable help this past year. There 
was also constant minor repairs throughout the year. I also did some major shrubbery pruning on the N 
W   corner of our church building to make our parish easier to see from the street, also planted new 
plants in the court yard where the trees were taken out. 
This fall I repainted upstairs Bathroom and decorated it, and also repainted the men's bathroom 
and installed new LED ceiling light fixtures with the help of Gary Voice. I also had a new LED Flood light 
installed in the court yard 
Thought the Vestry I got our offering counting procedure change from one person to a two person 
counting team for security purposes and changed our property to a no smoking campus.  It was a very 
busy year and it was an Honor to be your Jr. Warden this past year. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gale Beagle 
Junior Warden 

 
 
 

Altar Guild 
 

Altar Guild report for fiscal year 2017 
 
This morning, the Altar Guild is hosting its annual Silver Tea in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish.  We thank you for your support as this is our ministry’s primary fundraiser with proceeds 
directed to meet expenses for the essential furnishings for services at Grace Memorial including linens, 
candles, communion wafers, bread, and wine. 
 
Each weekend, Altar Guild members serve in teams to clean and straighten the Sanctuary, and then 
prepare the necessary items for the celebration of the Eucharist.  On Sunday morning, the team sets up 
for the two worship services including weekly communion in the Chapel, holidays, baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, and memorial services, assisting the clergy with any special needs. 
 
The Guild continues to care for the priest’s vestments and oversee cleaning them as needed.  Co-
Directresses met regularly to plan as they prepared for the seasons of Lent, Easter, Advent, and 
Christmas, and Guild members met for a potluck in the spring. This year the Guild purchased new 
Communion Linens to set the Lord’s Table and two Baptismal Towels were donated to the Guild. 
 
All of our members consider it a privilege to serve, care for the things that symbolize God’s love and 
presence, and prepare the worship space for Holy Eucharist services.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming more new members in this wonderful ministry in 2018. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alicia Cash and Nancy McCusker 
Co-Directresses 
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Benedictine Way 
 
The Benedictine Way at Grace continues to attract those of us who are interested in deepening our 
understanding of how ordinary people who live ordinary lives, and who wish to live life beyond the 
superficial, can learn from a model of spiritual guidance written 1500 years ago: a humble yet powerful 
piece of teaching and Christian formation: The Rule of Benedict. Many faithful Christian hearts have 
followed the Rule in the past and today, many more are beginning to find the clarity and wisdom of the 
Rule is as applicable to daily living today as it was long ago. 
 
In 2017, The Benedictine Way met together most Thursdays for Noonday Prayer and to study the Rule, 
often with commentary by contemporary Benedictine Joan Chittister, OSB.  In the tumultuous times it is 
often helpful to apply their wisdom to our modern lives. 
 
In keeping with the Benedictine understanding of radical hospitality, we welcome guests and anyone 
who wants to explore this spiritual practice in community. 
 
We are grateful for the perseverance, stability and wisdom of all the members of our long-standing 
group. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Co-Convener 

 
 

Ushers – Ministers of Hospitality 
 
The mission of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, a parish for all people, is to extend God’s gracious love 
and hospitality to each other and to the community.   
 

By participating in the ministry of ushering in the life of Grace, ushers greet and welcome people to our 
service remembering the words of the Gospel, “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 
25:35) 
 

Hospitality is a vital element in creating a sense of community for worship.  We value people by greeting 
them, encouraging them to share in our service, our coffee hour and enter into our community.  The 
climate of welcome and hospitable worship is shared throughout Grace’s congregation. 
 

Ushers welcome all comers to be seated for the service and provide bulletins so all can comfortably 
follow and participate in the service.  The ushers present the elements of bread and wine, then help the 
congregation go forward to participate in the Holy Eucharist which brings us into the presence of Christ 
and into the presence of Christ in one another.   
 

Ushers gather the collection and present this offering of the people in the name of the congregation. 
 

An outline of an usher’s responsibilities is available on a laminated page in the desk in the narthex.  For a 
more detailed explanation of the responsibilities, please contact Sally Fraser. 
 

The ushers rotate, serving as their schedules permit.  We welcome newcomers to the team and can pair 
you with an experienced usher to facilitate becoming familiar with the routine.  If you are interested in 
this ministry or have questions about this ministry, please contact Sally Fraser (503 281 6027) or leave 
your name and contact information at the office, letting them know you have questions about being an 
usher or would like to serve. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sally Fraser  
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Church School 
 

Since becoming the Church School Coordinator and Teacher in the Fall of 2015, it has been a wonderful 
experience to watch the children learn and grow. I have continued to try to make Church School a 
welcoming and fun learning environment, focusing on art, story and stewardship. I would like to give my 
appreciation and many thanks to Peyton Snead, Daniel Granias (Grace Institute Artist-in-Residence), 
Elyssa de la Cruz, Paula Benjaminson, Fr. Martin, and Mariann Koop-McMahon for their help and 
continued support in 2017. And thank you to Grace Institute for lending tools and providing supplies for 
many art projects. 
 

This past year, I have continued our practice at the beginning of each Church School Sunday to gather 
around our mini-altar in the Mason Burnham Room for a prayer, a reading and to light a candle. Most 
often the Collect of the Day and or a seasonal prayer is read. We have also continued to write or draw 
about what we are thankful for and/or for what or for whom we want to pray in our own Church School 
journals each Sunday. 
 

Most of the projects and lessons were taught by me this past year. It has become increasingly 
challenging to find volunteers to lead Church School. I hope that more parishioners will offer to lead 
Church School in the future with some more encouragement. 
 

Attendance at Church School has risen partially due to the fact that I began to welcome youth to join 
and lead by example, assist younger children, and earn volunteer hours much like a CIT (Counselor-in-
Training) would at Grace Art Camp. 
 

Here are descriptions of our more notable projects this past year: 
 

Epiphany, 2017 
Renowned artist Grace Church School/Youth parent, Jessica Hutchins, led us in making ceramic vessels 
inspired by the Magi gifts. We asked the children: If we gave a gift to the newborn Jesus, what would it 
look like? What are the gifts God has given us that we can share? Thank you Jessica, for giving your time 
and materials to this lovely art project for Church School. 
 

We learned the story of John the Baptist and the Baptism of Christ and discussed our own Baptism 
stories. To involve everyone at Grace, we created a very large Baptism Monthly Calendar and invited all 
Parishioners to record the dates of their baptisms and attach photos from that day to share with our 
community. This mural of sorts hung in the Parish Hall for a while so that everyone could continue to 
write and share their Baptism stories and memories. 
 

Lent 
We made and decorated our own Lenten Prayer Books to use at home with our families. 
 

We made Easter Cards for Grace’s homebound parishioners as a fun art-stewardship project. 
 

Avril Johnson came back this year to teach us about the Sack Lunch Food Ministry at Grace and then led 
us in helping make Sack Lunches. This is always a meaningful and fun opportunity for stewardship for 
the Church Schoolers. Thank you, Avril! 
 

Mariann led a simplified lectio divina discussion on the Gospel of Lazarus. 
 

Easter 
Peyton Snead led an activity in which the kids acted out the story of “Doubting Thomas” based on the 
Gospel for the First Sunday after Easter. 
 

Inspired by the Gospel story, "The Road to Emmaus" where two disciples' hearts burn when they meet a 
certain stranger, Church Schoolers each illustrated a word collage in the shape of a heart about things 
that made our own hearts burn! 
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Pentecost 
Daniel Granias, Grace Institute’s Artist-in-Residence, led us in making small clay planters using the coil 
technique. We then made a beautiful big collaborative clay planter that now resides on the courtyard 
fountain. Each side was decorated using the coiling-technique by a different group at Grace: Church 
School, Youth Group, PHAME, and Grace Parish during a Coffee Hour. This was an impressive feat by 
Daniel based on the planter’s size and an awesome community project that turned out beautifully! 
Many thanks to Daniel! 
 

When the sun finally came out, we went to the “cutting garden” and planted flowers for the Sunday 
altar with Frank Schramling, Grace’s groundskeeper. Thank you, Frank! 
 

Pentecost - Fall 
Mariann Koop-McMahon started off the Church School program year, leading a discussion on the Hymn 
518, "Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation" which inspired our ‘Little Churches’ art project. These 
miniature churches were constructed of cardstock and colored with watercolor pencil. Children wrote 
and drew something personally meaningful on the inside. 
 

Alicia Cash came back this year to lead the annual Food Labyrinth and teach about The Labyrinth Guild 
and Sack Lunch Ministry at Grace. Church School built a labyrinth with the donated food as its path in 
the Parish Hall. The collected food is for use in the sack lunches given out to those in need by Grace. 
Thank you, Alicia! 
 

We discussed the greatest commandment -- and its Hebrew roots -- to "love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind...and the second is You shall love our neighbor 
as yourself" as taught by Jesus in Matthew 22:34-46. 
 

For our major stewardship project of the fall, and in the spirit of loving our neighbors as  ourselves, we 
organized and made signs for a warm coats and jackets drive in collaboration with Grace Institute’s 
Recycling Festival. Our awesome Church School and Youth did a great job announcing our Coats & 
Jackets Drive, and we collected more than 65 coats and jackets -- 20 for children! They were given to 
Bradley Angle, a multi-service agency for victims of domestic violence for families in Portland! 
 

Story-time! I read "A New Coat for Anna" by Harriet Ziefert. It is based on a true story of a mother's 
promise to give her girl, Anna, a new winter coat in post-WWII Europe. We learned about the sacrifice, 
determination, patience and resourcefulness it took to make just one coat, an item of clothing we easily 
take for granted today. 
 

Grace Parishioner and Grace Institute Artist, Paula Benjaminson came back this year to teach some cool 
printmaking techniques -- silkscreen! -- which we used to decorate 70 Holiday Gift Bags for Grace’s 
Friday Community Dinner guests. They were filled with essential goodies to show our commitment to 
service and compassion for our neighbors in need. We had a great turnout and a lot of fun. Church 
Schoolers even helped sort donations and stuffed the bags during coffee hour! 
 

Advent 
The Snead Team: Carol and Peyton Snead, led an Advent Wreath making session using live evergreens 
and tea lights, and we explored the meaning of Advent. Many thanks, Sneads! 
 

I read one of my favorite Christmas picture books, "Wombat Divine" by Mem Fox; a story of inclusivity 
and compassion, with Australian animals auditioning for a Nativity Play. We then discussed what it 
means to wait during Advent. 

Respectfully Submitted in Peace + Gratitude, 
Kristin Koop 
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Grace Youth Group 
 
For the past year, the youth group has continued to grow and learn, and to build friendships, but mostly 
we have just had fun. Any young person from early adolescence through high school graduation is 
welcome to participate. Meeting every Friday from 5pm to 7pm, we typically share a meal and then 
jump into whatever activity we have planned.  
We’ve been extra sets of hands at the Friday community dinner, completed a few art projects, helped 
with the recycling fair, written the prayers of the people a few times, played games like foursquare and 
chair races, planned and prepared the Pancake Supper for Shrove Tuesday (or is it Fat Tuesday?), 
complete with a talent show, and had lots of great conversations all along the way.  
At the end of each week, we gather in a circle and say the following words from Numbers 6:24-26 before 
we head back out until next time: “The Lord Bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you; The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
(Amen. Share it with the world.)”  
This group is low pressure, and very friendly and accepting. We tell lots of jokes, and sometimes act a 
little crazy. It’s the perfect place for young people to end their school week and start their weekend – 
with a group of true and faithful friends, reflecting on their lives. For more information, please contact 
Holly Puckett, holly.puckett@law.ua.edu.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Martin Elfert and Holly Puckett 

 

Lectionary Study 
 

The Lectionary Bible Study Group meets at 9:00 am on most Sunday mornings in the Ella Brown Room.  
We use the study packet from the subscription service, “Reading Between the Lines,” published by the 
Educational Center in Charlotte, NC.  The focus is on one of the passages from the Sunday’s Revised 
Common Lectionary readings, with historical background information, personal responses from the staff 
of the study, and relevant readings drawn from history, literature, and current news. 
 

Our group is small but our discussions are lively!  Some members of our group are from the 8:00 am 
service, and they give us insight from the sermon.  Some of us attend the 10:00 am service and feel 
better prepared for the service.  We will be meeting February 4th and the reading we will study is Isaiah 
40:21-31.  Coffee is usually ready . . .  come and join us! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Becky Wong 

 

Grace Men’s Spirituality Group 
Annual Report 

 

The Men’s Group is an informal gathering of men who are parishioners or friends of Grace. We generally 
meet on the third Tuesday of each month and our meetings have varying formats. We may meet and 
adjourn to a local restaurant for dinner, we may have a speaker and have a potluck or we may simply 
meet and share our hopes, dreams and needs. All are welcome and we average eight to twelve 
participants each month from a list of 24 members. Men wishing to participate should contact Larry 
Snyder at lls.las@comcast.net to be added to the notification list. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Larry L. Snyder 

mailto:holly.puckett@law.ua.edu
mailto:lls.las@comcast.net
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The Daughters of the King 
Daughters of Grace 

 

(Las Flores de Jesus – The Flowers of Jesus) 
 

The Daughters of the King (DOK) is a lay order for women whose three-fold mission is evangelism, 
prayer and service, and serving at the discretion of the Rector. 
 

We meet twice a week on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month, with a few exceptions.  The 2nd 
Saturday is a business meeting and the 4th Saturday, we work on projects and visit with each other. 
 
We carpooled to Corvallis for the annual Oregon Diocese assembly September 9th. The theme was 
“Following our Path” Prayer – Share – and Care with Canon Neysa Ellgren Shepley as our Keynote 
Speaker. 
 
We were very glad to have Ken Powell become our Chaplin this year, and sad to see him leave us in 
November. We were fortunate to have him join us in our annual assembly meeting at The Good 

Samaritan Chapter in Corvallis.   

 
We also had to bid adieu to Mother Georgia Du Bose as the DOK Diocesan Chaplain. 
 
We are currently studying the saints and other important persons from “Holy Women Holy Men.”  We 
study the appointed Holy person for the Saturday of our meeting. 
 
We ended the 2017 year with our annually chapter Christmas party in December. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Demetria Keck 

 
 

Holy Land Ministry 
 
Grace Holy Land Pilgrimage in March 2018 will have Martin Elfert, Dick Toll and Deb Pratt leading a 
group to Palestine and Israel. The fourteen pilgrims joining them will walk in the footsteps of the 
Palestinian Jesus. They will meet the Living (a term used to describe the Christian Palestinians) while 
attending St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Ramallah with Jo Bronson. The parishioners from both 
parishes will sit down to a fasting lunch and share their stories. During evenings at St. George's 
Cathedral Guest House in Jerusalem the group will listen to local speakers representing the viewpoints 
of the Israelis and the Palestinians. The trip will conclude with a walk on Palm Sunday retracing the 
footsteps of Jesus as He rode the colt into Jerusalem and walking the Way of the Cross in the old city on 
the final morning there. 
 
The pilgrims have been meeting monthly beginning in September 2017 to learn the history, geography 
and political situation of the Holy Lands. During Epiphany Dinner and a Movie Night the Grace Holy 
Pilgrimage organizers showed movies relating to the history of the area.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jo Bronson 
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Women of Grace 
 
The Women of Grace, WOG, includes all women who attend Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.  We are 
connected with the Oregon Episcopal Church Women, referred to as ECW, and strongly encourage all 
women to attend our meetings and become involved in making the Women of Grace an active part of 
the Grace Community.  We are continuing to pay our annual dues to the ECW of Oregon so we can 
participate in their activities. 
 
In September we hosted the annual meeting for the Oregon ECW.  It was a lovely day which included a 
sermon by Reverend Jamie Sanders, a terrific lunch made by Marsha Sharpe and a paper quilting craft 
lead by women of St. Mary’s guild.  Thank you to all who helped make this a successful meeting.  All of 
the money collected for the lunch was donated back to the Oregon ECW. 
 
Our main fundraising event continues to be the Holiday Art Faire & Bazaar held on the first Saturday in 
December.  Last year it was held on December 2 and included 22 artists from our own parish, Grace 
Institute, and the wider Grace Community.   We also had a few new artists this year.  A portion of the 
artists’ sales goes directly to the Women of Grace account.  A high point of the bazaar is the food booth 
where all of the proceeds benefit Women of Grace.  The St. Mary’s guild offered a beautiful quilt won by 
Cathy Gibson.  The net profit for the Women of Grace was a little over $4,500.   This annual event has 
been WOG’s main source of income since the 1940s. 
 
The money raised is used for church projects and activities.  The Women of Grace also makes grants to 
parish programs and other organizations.  Our budget for this is based on the amount raised each 
year.  These grants are divided into three main designations: Church, Clergy and Parish House, Service 
for Parishioners and Gifts to the Community.  In the past money has been used for remodeling the 
downstairs women’s restroom, new blinds in the community hall, supplies for the kitchen and other 
requests. 
Again, we would love to have all women of Grace attend the meetings. We would also appreciate 
feedback on how we can better serve the needs of all the women of Grace.  
 

Respectfully submitted by the Leadership Team, 
Susan Germundson, Sharon Loomis-Malin, and Connie Sullivan 
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Grace Community Center Auction 
 
The Grace Community Center Auction was held on the 30th of September 2017.  As always our auction 
theme was inspired by the cultural discoveries of Grace Art Camp, and this year, Grace was immersed in 
the culture and stories of Japan.   
 
The Grace Community Auction was entitled the “Harvest Moon Festival.” It was an evening was filled 
with music, decorations, two silent auctions, and a fun-filled live auction that included “Heads or Tails,” 
a “Desert Frenzy” and the always moving “Paddle Raise.”   
 
The Harvest Moon Festival was a success in many ways.  We raised a total of $32,128.00 to support our 
community center, $8,468.00 of which came from the paddle raise. 
 
Our Community Center is home to numerous enterprises: Grace Art Camps, PHAME Academy, various 
12-step groups and the Friday Community Dinner to name only a few. These activities are all closely 
aligned with our mission at Grace Memorial Church. The auction allows us to support the outreach of 
these community activities by providing space at rates well below market rent. 
 
The Community Center auction is always a fine celebration and it demonstrates the love and generosity 
of our parishioners, partners, and friends.  On behalf of the Grace Auction Committee, I would like to 
thank all of our donors, patrons, and volunteers. Your generosity and kind spirits are a beacon in the 
world.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Peyton Snead, with love and gratitude to fellow 
members of the auction committee, previous auction 
leaders and all of you that rolled up your sleeves!  

 

 
 
 

Live 
$10,300.00 

Paddle Raise for Friday 
Community Dinner 

$8,468.00 

Tickets (not 
seats) $5,891.00 

Silent 
$4,482.00 

Signup 
$2,515.00 

Sellable Items 
$472.00 
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Grace Campus Usage 

 
 
During 2017, the Grace campus continued to cultivate partnerships with many local non-profits. 
 
Four days a week from mid-January until mid-June and mid-September until mid-December, Grace 
shared its space with PHAME, Portland region’s fine and performing arts organization serving adults with 
developmental disabilities.  PHAME students filled Grace with laughter and energy as they creatively 
expressed themselves through a variety of classes and workshops throughout the Grace campus while 
the PHAME staff used the Grace House as office space. 
 
The Grace campus continued its partnership with local community organizations, like Sullivan’s Gulch 
Neighborhood Association, Allegro Investment Group and the Nigerian Community in Oregon and 
Southwest Washington. We also became a member of the Interfaith Alliance on Poverty group that 
meets at Grace. 
 
Twelve-step groups were also part of the Grace campus’ dynamic with Women’s AA, Overeaters 
Anonymous, Al-Anon 5+, and Gamblers Anonymous, to name a few. 
 
Many other outside groups held meetings and events at Grace such as: Camp Blue Spruce, Allegro 
Investment Group, and the Nigerian Community in Oregon & Southwest Washington. 
 
The Grace campus also continued to offer space for service and religious groups including the 
Presbyterian Prayer Group and the Service Learning Group from OES Middle School baking pies for the 
Friday Community Dinners. 
 
In 2017, two groups again used our space: Vanderbilt University students stayed at the Halsey House 
during their “Alternative Spring Break” as they spent a week in Portland working with organizations that 
promote environmental sustainability. Multnomah County also used our space for a series of Social 
Workers trainings. 
 
During 2017 the American Red Cross held two successful blood drives at Grace, and we hope to continue 
with two blood drives each year. 
 
Once again, the Grace campus hosted a wide range of organizations and 12-step meetings enriching the 
Grace environment and allowing us to continue our mission to serve the larger community. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jackie Thomas 
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The Grace Labyrinth Guild 

 In 2017, the Labyrinth Guild continued to provide opportunities for the parish and local community to 
make use of this unique prayerful tool.   The Guild strives to integrate the labyrinth into the seasons of 
our Christian life as well as to welcome people of all faiths and walks of life to find healing, peace, and 
inspiration through this ancient experience.  

During 2017, the Guild’s activities included the following events and activities:  

New Year’s Day Labyrinth Peace Walk:  For over a decade, the Labyrinth Guild has offered the local 
community the opportunity to begin the new year with a meditative walk for peace.   On January 1, 
2017 the Guild held a three-hour walk open to the public which was welcomed by many return 
attendees as well as new participants.   Both of the Guild’s labyrinths were offered — the larger Chartres 
style in the Parish Hall with musical accompaniment along with the smaller classical style in the Mason 
Burnham Room for silent walking.  Musical accompaniment was provided by Julia Smith on harp.  We 
were fortunate to again close the event with prayerful dances led by sacred dance instructor Jane 
Rickenbaugh.  

Holy Saturday Silent Walk:   The labyrinth was available for the Grace community to be able to walk 
prayerfully during the preparation for Easter.  

Churchschool Food Labyrinth:  In what has become an annual fall event, Guild members presented a 
lesson for Churchschool which included an overview of labyrinths along with the arranging of food 
donations in the Parish Hall in the shape of a labyrinth.  This effort continues to provide an introduction 
to the labyrinth for our youngest Grace members while also providing needed contributions for the Sack 
Lunch Ministry.  

The Guild's activities this year were guided by the contributions of founding members, current 
members, and new volunteers.   We look forward to joining with new members in 2018 to continue this 
unique and important ministry.  

 
Respectfully, 
The Grace Labyrinth Guild 
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Music at Grace 

 
Music at Grace - Annual Report 2017 
 
I would like to extend a note of thanks on behalf of the congregation and Vestry to all the musicians of 
parish who have so loyally contributed their gifts of time and talent through music ministry to the glory 
of God in our worship services! 
 
It was an extraordinary year in many ways for Music at Grace.  
 
With the terrific leadership of Warren Burkholder and the Organ Committee (Jan Burkholder, Connie 
Sullivan-Lovett, Cynthia Doran and Sally Fraser), we made significant headway on completing the first 
stage of the Richardson Memorial Organ renovation – which included the major project of releathering 
of the entire Casavant organ. Significant funds from generous donations and fund-raising concerts 
allowed us to complete this first phase and now look forward to the second stage. 
 
The Sanctuary continues to become a musical mecca for some of the best musicians in the city to 
perform concert offerings. Music at Grace presented several wonderful events for the congregation and 
the wider community. Under the vision and leadership of Paul Parker, in March, we brought the 
internationally acclaimed Gould Piano Trio w/ Robert Plane, clarinet, on a USA tour from London, to 
present a terrific concert in our beautiful sanctuary. Another concert highlight of the year was a special 
and memorable performance in December of the Music of Henry Purcell, featuring Phoebe MacRae, 
soprano and Monica Huggett, baroque violin, and other guest musicians. 
 
Special thanks to our dedicated and hard-working all-volunteer Coventry Choir – who joyfully sing and 
help to lead music at fifty-plus services a year. I am grateful for the many new faces in the choir this past 
year (Kate Boger, Kimberly Clark, Randolph Remmel)– and we always welcome more!  
 
A special THANK YOU to Emmy Ageros, Jake and Sherri Vacarella, and other members of the choir who 
dutifully organize and maintain the Choir Library.  A special thank you to our Grace BellRingers who have 
helped to enrich our worship ministry through their gift of ringing handbells on special feast days. Many 
thanks to Alicia Lehrle (Bell Captain), Carol Snead, Connie Sullivan, Debbie McDuffee and other 
volunteers who helped to ring bells at special services.  
 
In October, the amazing and awesome team of Gale Beagle, Gary Voice, Jim Frahm and Jake Vacarella – 
spent an entire Saturday taking apart 18 feet of 6’ tall bookshelves (all donated) from the old Lower 
School Library at Oregon Episcopal School and moving them to the basement at Grace to become the 
Patty & Dale Walhood Memorial Music Library. With many hands, we were able to move and organize 
the vast choral library at Grace into the new storage system in the Bishop Spofford office. 
 
Other special musical highlights throughout the year have included special music and many solos by 
Phoebe MacRae, soprano, Jonathon Johnson, trumpet & brass; musical offerings from Adam LaMotte, 
Shirley Hunt, Tim Scott, Vicki Gunn, strings.  We were joined by Bruce and Gwyneth Van Buskirk and 
Laura Kulhman (recorders) at our Christmas Eve services. 
 
We welcome new members to this joyful community of faith, fellowship and music ministry and to come 
sing in the Coventry Choir, play Dutch liturgical handbells, participate in a seasonal Youth Choir, and 
contribute in all ways that give you a voice of song to glorify God and bring beauty to your day.  
 
And lastly, I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to Leslie Lehmann, (assistant organist at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church), William C. Crane (organist at St. Phillip the Deacon Episcopal Church), and Mark 
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Jones (former organist at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church) and Sarah Faux who stepped in to play organ and 
assist in our services during in the months of January to April – when I took an epic fall on the icy snow 
in January and broke my wrist.  With the miracle work of Providence PT, faith and prayers – I was able to 
quickly get back to doing what I love best – and that is playing the organ, directing the choir and joyfully 
making music to sing God’s praises. 
 
“O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a 
song.” — Psalm 100:1 
 
Thank you all for your wonderful, kind and generous support in the music ministry at Grace.  

Blessings to each of you, Susan Jensen, Choir Director/Organist  
 

 
 

Blessings to you, 
Susan Jensen 
Choir Director/Organist 

 
 

Friday Community Dinners 
 

As many of you may know, every Friday night from early fall to late spring Grace’s Parish Hall becomes a lively 
community dinner for those in need. Since 1994 when Hale McMahon, Bob Zimmer, and friends started this 
community supper, Grace members, along with the Westminster Presbyterian Church, have been cooking, serving, 
and hosting these dinners. The Friday Feast ministry served approximately 2,500 dinners last year, half of them by 
Westminster Presbyterian and half by Grace Memorial. 
 

If you are looking for a way give back and get involved in the Grace community, the Friday Feast is a fun way to do 
both. We are always looking for volunteers to cook the meal (this is much easier then you may think). But maybe 
cooking isn’t your thing… then serving the meal and cleaning up is always a great way to be a part of the ministry. 
If by chance we have too many helping hands on any given Friday, then sharing in the feast and interacting with 
the guests is a great way to support the guests as well.  
 

This ministry is a rewarding experience, and we would be thrilled to see the group of volunteers grow as the 
dinners themselves have flourished from their humble beginnings. If you are interested in helping with the Friday 
Feasts, or just have some questions before adding your name to the list, we would love to hear from you!  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mary and Tim Bryant 
gracefridayfeast@gmail.com 

mailto:gracefridayfeast@gmail.com
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The Guild of St. Mary 
 
 
Working with the support of the Women of Grace (Episcopal Church Women or ECW), the Guild of St. 
Mary gathers most Saturdays each month to sew, quilt, crochet and knit projects for outreach. Anyone 
interested in learning how to make a quilt is most welcome to come and visit or attend one of our 
learning workshops. 
 
There are several components to the Guild that make it integral to the life of our parish and an example 
of the many different and creative ways we do ministry and outreach at Grace. 
 
We make quilts and blankets to give to those who need them.  Since 2003, we have been making quilts 
and blankets to give to Bradley Angle, a multi-service agency that provides shelter and related services 
for women, children, families and members of the LGBTQ communities escaping domestic 
violence.  After a special blessing during the 10:00 am service on December 10, 2017, seventy new and 
unique quilts and blankets were presented to Bradley Angle just in time for Christmas. 
 
We sponsor a quilt project for Grace’s annual Grace Art Faire & Holiday Bazaar. This quilt project is a 
multi-faceted work of art involving collaboration and creative challenge.  It is raffled off at the December 
Grace Art Faire & Bazaar. 
 

 
In 2017, the annual quilt “Peace on the Earth…” featured a template-pieced 
contemporary design called, “Peace Angels” by Kimberly Rado.  We used a 
mix of fabrics representing many different cultures and peoples. The hand-
guided long-arm quilting was completed by master quilter Pat Roche to 
support overall concept. 
 
In 2017, the group also made a smaller Autumn-themed quilt for the Grace 
Community Auction. 

 
We treasure our relationships with one another.  Having just completed our 14th year, we find that 
getting together to work on outreach quilts, joint projects or on our own tasks in the company of others 
who represent a wide range of age groups is a great blessing and joy!  We meet most Saturdays in the 
Mason Burnham Room at Grace. Recently we have decided to dedicate our second Saturdays to a 
focused workday for all members. We also gather to work on individual projects and to learn new 
skills. St. Mary’s welcomes women of all ages and skill levels to join us, and, if you are a beginner, we will 
teach you what you need to know!  It is also a very welcoming place for mothers and daughters.   
 
Another “Pray. Learn to Quilt. Laugh. Eat. Repeat. Workshop” will be announced soon. 
 
In 2017, our work was greatly assisted by donated materials.  (We do welcome donations of 100% quilt 
weight cotton fabric or 100% cotton flannel, and it is important to note that we believe there is almost 
no such thing as ugly fabric.)  Cash donations, including a generous $500 grant from ECW, were used to 
purchase additional supplies such as thread, and quilt batting as well as backing and finishing fabrics. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Coordinator 
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Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry 
 
In 2017, the Grace Sack Lunch Ministry distributed over 1500 sack lunches, 250 pair of socks and many 
hats, gloves and toiletries to homeless and low-income individuals who came to our door.  For well over 
20 years, Grace has regularly distributed food items during the week to people coming to us in need. 
 
Thanks to generous support at the 2017 Grace Community Center Auction, the program has additional 
funds to supplement parishioner donations that sustain the program. The Church School’s fifth annual 
food labyrinth provided a plentiful supply of food for many meals.  This drive plays an important part in 
raising parish awareness of needed donations and sustaining the Sack Lunch Ministry. 
 
The sack lunches continue to be made up of a selection of hearty and nutritious, non-perishable items 
including: pop-top cans of pork and beans, pop-top soups, pop-top stews, tuna and chicken snack boxes, 
Vienna sausages, granola bars, fruit and pudding cups, small packets of dried fruit and nuts and small 
juice cartons.  We strive to include protein, fruit, fiber and calcium in each lunch. 
 
The donated hats, gloves and particularly the socks, so critical to the health and comfort of those on the 
streets, are greatly appreciated. Donations of toiletries such as shampoo, soap, lotion, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, are frequently distributed and welcome. 
 
Many thanks to the parishioners who so faithfully donate food and toiletries, make up the sacks and 
distribute the lunches to those who come to us in need of a nutritious lunch and a place of welcome. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sally Fraser and Avril Johnson 
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Social Media 
 

“Getting Social at Grace” 
 
Grace gained 43 new followers, starting with 269 and ending with 312.  
 

 

 
 

Posts during these months/times gained the most traction.  
 

 
 

Engagement spiked in October, due (I believe) to the Parish Work Day post.   
 

 
 

The good news is that people are there and interested in hearing from us and engaging. We will look to 
bolster our SM presence in the coming months.  
 

         Respectfully Submitted 
         Jenna Cooper 
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Grace Foundation 

2017 Annual Report 
 

The Grace Foundation continued in 2017 working with our Investment manager, Trillium Asset 
Management. As of December 31, 2017 the Foundation’s portfolio was valued at $1,081,356. After 
grants in the amount of $29,400 to the Grace Institute and $8755 to Grace Episcopal Church for 
administrative costs in 2017, the Foundation Accounts increased by $107,879 over the 2016 ending 
balance of $973,356. 
 
As in the past, the Foundation has assisted the Grace Institute by funding specific projects to support 
Institute programs and efforts. In December 2016 the Foundation approved the Grace Institute’s grant 
proposal for 2017 in the amount of $29,400.  
 
This grant included:  
A. $2,500 to fund the continuation of Grace Institute’s Employee 50% Benefit Tuition Discount for GI’s 
and GMEC’s Staff Children  
  
B. $12,500 to fund Financial Need-based Scholarships: $10,000 for Grace Art Summer Camps and $2,500 
for Winter Peace Camp and Spring Break Camp combined  
  
C. $7,000 to support Grace Art Camp’s Local Cultural Guest Artists Outreach Project   
  
D. $1,400 to support GAC and GMEC Communities “Joining the Parade”  
  
E. $5,000 to support Relationship Building with Partner Agencies in Development of GI’s Scholarship 
Outreach Efforts and Goals  
  
F. $1,000 Partnering Funds with the Morrison Family Charitable Foundation’s $4000 Grant to GAC for an 
Additional Ceramics Kiln Installation 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Larry L. Snyder, Trustee 
 

Trustees for 2017:  
Sally Fraser, Secretary 
Avril Johnson (ex officio, Parish Treasurer) 
Susan Little 
Larry Snyder, President 
Martin Elfert (ex officio, Rector) 
Kari Stanley 
Jeremy Thiessen 
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Grace Institute 
 
 
GRACE INSTITUTE: ANNUAL REPORT 2017 
 
Mission and Vision: Grace Institute nurtures the human spirit through the arts, building intercultural 
appreciation and understanding in an open and inclusive community. As an arts-focused and culturally 
responsive organization, programs are guided by the principle that art is accessible to all people and that 
art has the capacity to transform individuals and communities. GI is committed to evolving its 
programming through community outreach and for people of all backgrounds and ages. 
 
A summary of GI’s 2017 accomplishments includes an ultra-fine-tuning of summer camp operations, 
new community outreach activities, events, and classes, and the inception of an artist-in-residence 
program. All camps ran at full capacity enrollment, included a significant number of returning staff, and 
need-based scholarship awards rose from 3.1% to 6.4% for the three combined camps. GI is immensely 
grateful for the Kate Bennison Memorial Scholarship Fund, the Margaret Watt Edwards Trust, the Grace 
Memorial Episcopal Church Foundation, and the Morrison Family Charitable Fund, as well as the Women 
of Grace and GAC families and individuals that make these scholarships possible. 
 
GI and GMEC communities wove together in a myriad of ways via the GI Artist-in-Residency, GI artist-led 
church school projects, The Art of Recycling Festival, the Grace Holiday Art Bazaar that included six GAC 
artists, and the fall, winter, and holiday glass and ceramic classes and workshops. The Institute continues 
to make available the Visual Arts Studio and materials to church school, the youth group, and various 
other GMEC activities including support for the auction. GI is immensely appreciative for the dedication 
and care of the many GMEC volunteers who support GI throughout the year. Camps and activities hum 
smoothly along with this consistent additional assistance and support for facility operations, office work, 
studio assistance, and beverage and snack preparation. 
 
The Grace Institute’s Artist-in-Residence Program began its first year with teaching ceramic artist Daniel 
Granias paving the way. A second ceramics kiln, made possible by a grant from the Morrison Family 
Charitable Fund, has made overlapping a variety of projects possible. This residency has provided a 
consistent studio presence throughout GI’s programming and opened avenues for collaboration 
between various GMEC communities: A large ceramic planter representing “Springtime at Grace” 
currently lives in the courtyard, designed and crafted with youth groups, parish members, and 
community partner, PHAME; and a curated exhibit in the “Grace Stairwell Gallery” representing people 
of diverse color, faith, gender and sexuality, and cognitive and physical abilities.  
 
Spring Break Camp celebrated the nature of spring and the resilience of the human (and dragon-ish) 
spirit through the story of Kenneth Graham’s The Reluctant Dragon; using the story as 
inspiration, campers rotated through artist-led studios in storytelling, music, clay, fibre arts, crested 
capes and dragon puppets, and handmade books. The three days of art culminated in a celebration of 
staying to true to one’s own gifts over the expectations of how one should be according to social 
stereotypes. 
 
GI joined The Junior Rose Parade and for the first time, brought the creative, playful, and inclusive spirit 
that is Grace Art Camp out to the streets! GAC artist and puppet performer, Kelly Campbell was joined 
by ten GAC artists, musicians, board members, staff, campers, and a parade-sized puppet “Earth 
Camper” sported a GAC camp T-shirt. all waving and playing music. Families recognizing GAC were 
excited to see Art Camp in the parade and we hope to make this an annual appearance.  
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Grace Art Camp Japan marked GI’s twenty-first consecutive summer Art Camp. Funding from Grace 
Foundation supported Art Camp’s Local Cultural Outreach Project making it possible to invite eight 
additional cultural guest artists from the local Japanese and Japanese-American community, bringing 
essential and authentic cultural experiences to camp. Portland Taiko appeared weekly in the Music & 
Dance Studio, performing at the mid-day assembly. Other guests introduced intricate origami projects, 
traditional Sumi-painting, calligraphy, storytelling, and master Ikebana arrangements.  In successfully 
merging the guest artists into the existing structure of Art Camp, it is the hope of GI that some of these 
guest artists may return as studio artists for future camps. 
 
The Art of Recycling Festival, honoring November’s National Recycling Day, made its debut with thanks 
to a grant from the East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District SPACE Program. Taking place 
in the GMEC Community Hall, the event featured “trash tunes” (music played on instruments made from 
recycled materials), a re-cycle and environmentally themed puppet show, and up-cycled art activities led 
by GAC artists, as well as materials with tips for living green. Following GMEC’s Sunday morning coffee 
hour, attendees included GAC families, friends, and parish members. The GI Board provided healthy 
snacks and clean up assistance. Grace children and youth led an educational version of 4-square, face 
painting, and collected coats for families in need. GI is immensely grateful to the Morrison Charitable 
Family Fund for their grant to fund this event again in 2018. 
 
“Compassion in Action” Winter Peace Camp was GI’s first social justice community service Art Camp! 
Partnering with We Are Home Collaborative, a small non-profit supporting local immigrant refugee 
families with babies ages 0-3 years, from Bhutan, Micronesia, and Africa, campers designed, made, and 
presented twelve unique and functional baby quilts to visiting children and adults. It was an amazing 3-
day group effort by campers, artists and volunteers, as well as a meaningful local outreach partnership. 
We look forward to welcoming future campers, CITs, and counselors through this connection. 
 
Motivated by our desire to expand and redefine GI’s ongoing equity work, GI applied to, and was 
accepted, alongside 14 other local non-profit arts organizations, to participate in the Arts Workers for 
Equity (AWE) Learning Circle. This opportunity to come together to do the work of racial equity, self-
assessment, and accountability, and to gain tools, resources, and new perspectives will support GI’s 
ongoing work towards a diverse community, especially one in which to understand global cultures. Part 
of this work will include a volunteer “circle” comprised of GI staff, counselors, artists, and board 
members to conduct a “Racial Equity Self-Assessment” of GI. This process will support facilitating on-
going dialogue with artists, counselors, and campers through-out the summer and will help guide future 
programming and activities. 
 
Grace Institute’s continuing success is, in no small way, due to the talented and dedicated artists and 
the devoted and enthusiastic seasonal counseling staff who imbue the Grace Art Camp community with 
joy and hard work; the year-round GI staff, Mariann Koop-McMahon and Linda McQuery, who have 
brought significant experience and flexibility these past many years; and the passionately supportive 
Board of Directors who provide care and guidance to the operations and tenets of GI.  
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     Grace Institute  
2017 Income/Expense Statement 
  

Income  
   Art Camp Income & Scholarship 
Gifts 418,848.25 

   Other Small Camps and Classes 37,955.97 

Total Income 456,804.22 
  

Expenses  
  Personnel  
      Camps payroll 217,913.77 

      Permanent Staff payroll 90,043.82 

      Taxes 28,044.24 

      Employee Benefits 22,768.80 

  Total Personnel 358,770.63 
  

  Occupancy  
     Utilities paid directly by GI 10,387.87 

     Rent paid to GMEC 25,647.00 

     Liability Insurance paid to GMEC 3,297.50 

     Copier Usage 1,663.90 
     GMEC Future Repairs 
Contribution 600.00 

 41,596.27 
  

  General Administration 31,533.76 

  Program Expenses 19,648.07 

  
Total Expenses 451,548.73 

  

Net Income 5,255.49 

 
 

On behalf of Grace Institute and respectfully submitted by  
Ashley Smith, Executive Director 
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PHAME Academy 
 
 
PHAME Academy continues to be grateful for our longstanding partnership with Grace Memorial 
Episcopal Church. PHAME is an arts education and performance program serving adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. We have three terms a year, offering upwards of 25 classes per term all 
of which are held in Grace’s Sanctuary and Parish Hall. Our programs run Monday through Thursday in 
the afternoons (and sometimes into the early evenings). Classes include basic arts and performance, 
including choir, dance, and musical theatre but also branch out into more unexpected subjects including 
podcasting, music history, digital photography and drumming.  We have two performance ensembles: 
our “all-comers” choir and our auditioned rock ensemble, soon to be joined by an IPad music ensemble.  
We are continually collecting feedback from our students regarding how PHAME might serve them 
better, and this feedback helps us to develop new classes and expand our offerings.  We believe in art as 
a means to build community, and therefore also offer opportunities (dances, concerts and social events) 
for our students to socialize together outside of classes.  
 
We’ve got exciting partnerships coming up this year. Two of our students have been cast in Scarlet, 
Portland Playhouse’s premier retelling of the Scarlet Letter. Expect to hear some rock opera around the 
church as we start an 18-month long partnership with the Portland Opera, which will culminate in a six-
performance student-written and produced opera in Summer of 2019. And you’ll see students in our 
PHAME Arts Leaders program giving tours of our classes starting this spring.  
 
The PHAME core staff is excited to continue working with GMEC and Grace Institute to improve security 
and communication across our three organizations, and as always are thrilled to continue our tenancy 
here at Grace.   
 
         Respectfully Submitted, 
         Jenny Stadler, 
         Executive Director, PHAME 
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Board Members 
 
 
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Vestry: 
Steve Lovett, Senior Warden 
Gale Beagle, Junior Warden 
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk 
Curt Germundson, Treasurer 
Elyssa de la Cruz 
Andrew Eshleman 
Robin Gault 
David Goodrich 
Phillip Koop 
Nora McLaughlin 
Peyton Snead 
Becky Wong 
 
 
Grace Institute: 
Becky Ruotsi-Wong, President 
Sharon Loomis-Malin, Secretary 
Alicia Cash  
Susan Germundson 
Shelley Stoffer 
Tracy Suzuki 
Stephen Weeks 
The Rev. Martin Elfert 
Ashley Smith, Executive Director, GI/Grace Art Camps 
 
 
Foundation Trustees for 2018: 
Larry Snyder, President 
Sally Fraser, Secretary 
Curt Germundson, Treasurer 
Rev. Martin Elfert 
Susan Little 
Kari Stanley 
 
 
 
 

 


