
Agapé for Maundy Thursday * 
A meatless meal is to be preferred. The setting should be austere and the foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods 
include soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine.  
If there are several persons present, one will preside.  
(Note: Multiple households could prepare for this service and coordinate their celebration of it using a video 
conferencing platform, alternating blessings.)  
 
 

+ The Blessings + 
At the time appointed, all gather around the table, standing as able.  
After a time of silence, the presider offers the following blessings. 
Over Wine  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and you 
refresh us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. May the time come quickly 
when we can share that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you. Glory to you 
for ever and ever. Amen.   
Over Bread  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth; and 
you have fed us on our way with the bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. Let us be fed 
again soon with that bread of life. And as grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so 
gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
Over the Other Foods  
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth food 
to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our Savior 
in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

+ The Meal + 
The meal is now eaten. If several are gathered, they first serve one another,  

then dine. 
 
 

+ The Word and the Prayers +  
At the end of the meal, the seventeenth chapter of the gospel of John is read. 

A simple hymn can be sung.  
The following psalm is then said. If there is more than one voice, it is said in unison. 

Psalm 63:1-8 
1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
  as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place; 



that I might behold your power and your glory. 
3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; 

my lips shall give you praise.  
4 So will I bless you as long as I live 

and lift up my hands in your Name. 
5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, 

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips.  
6 When I remember you upon my bed, 

and meditate on you in the night watches.  
7 For you have been my helper, 

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.  
8 My soul clings to you, 

your right hand holds me fast.  
 
 
[The Lord be with you 
  And also with you 
  Let us pray] 
 
O God of the crucified and risen One, from whom no trial or trouble can separate us:  
you feed us with your Word and soothe us with your Spirit, closer to us than breath itself. 

Make us glad this night for the life of your servant Jesus; 
Make us servants of all for the sake of Jesus; 
who for our sake gave his life for the salvation of all. 

In the Name of Jesus, your Son, our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
After the meal, you may want to remove all the decorations from your Holy Corner, except a plain 
cross, in preparation for Good Friday. 
 
 
*From the Book of Occasional Services 2018, adapted/edited by the Rev. Dr. James Farwell and Dr. Lisa Kimball 
for use when Maundy Thursday Eucharist is not possible. Appropriate adaptations for illness in the household 
can be made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A liturgy for Good Friday, adapted for home use 
 
Sit before a cross or a crucifix.  
 
Begin with this prayer.  
 
Almighty God, 
look with loving mercy on your family, 
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, 
and to be given over to the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Then read the readings that follow. 
 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 52:13—53:12 
  
Pray this Psalm: 
 
PSALM 22 
1My God, my God, why have you for-|saken me? 
  Why so far from saving me, so far from the words | of my 
  groaning? 
2My God, I cry out by day, but you | do not answer; 
  by night, but I | find no rest. 
3Yet you are the | Holy One, 
  enthroned on the prais-|es of Israel. 
4Our ancestors put their | trust in you, 
  they trusted, and you | rescued them.   
5They cried out to you and | were delivered; 
  they trusted in you and were not | put to shame. 
6But as for me, I am a worm | and not human, 
  scorned by all and despised | by the people. 
7All who see me laugh | me to scorn; 

they curl their lips; they | shake their heads. 
8"Trust in the LORD; let the | LORD deliver; 

let God rescue him if God so de- | lights in him."   
9Yet you are the one who drew me forth | from the womb, 

and kept me safe on my | mother's breast. 
10I have been entrusted to you ever since | I was born; 

you were my God when I was still in my | mother's womb. 
11Be not far from me, for trou-|ble is near, 

and there is no | one to help. 



12Many young bulls en- | circle me; 
strong bulls of Ba-|shan surround me.   

 13They open wide their | jaws at me, 
like a slashing and | roaring lion. 

14I am poured out like water; all my bones are | out of joint; 
my heart within my breast is | melting wax. 

15My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the  
roof | of my mouth; 
and you have laid me in the | dust of death. 

16Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers | circles round me; 
they pierce my hands | and my feet.   

17I can count | all my bones 
while they stare at | me and gloat. 

18They divide my gar-|ments among them; 
for my clothing, | they cast lots.   

19But you, O LORD, be not | far away; 
O my help, hasten | to my aid. 

20Deliver me | from the sword, 
my life from the power | of the dog. 

21Save me from the | lion's mouth! 
From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me. 

22I will declare your name | to my people; 
in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you.   

23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's | line, giv glory.   
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off-|spring of Israel. 

24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor | in their  
 poverty; neither is the LORD's face hid-|den from them; 

25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the 

LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied. 

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your  
hearts | live forever! 

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
who rules o- | ver the nations. 

29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall  
kneel be-|fore the LORD. 

30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
        whom they shall proclaim to genera-|tions to come. 

31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
        saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” 
 



Then read the Gospel. 
GOSPEL               JOHN 18:1 - 19:42 
 
 
Then pray  
THE BIDDING PRAYER   
keeping silence after each bid 
 
Dear members of God’s family:  
we pray for the church throughout the world. . .  
we pray for our bishop, our clergy, and all servants of the church. . .  
we pray for those preparing for baptism. . .  
we pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. . . 
we pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. . .  
we pray for those who do not believe in God. . .  
we pray for God’s creation. . .  
we pray for those who serve in public office. . . 
we pray for those in any need. . .  
and we pray for all afflicted by the coronavirus. . .  
 
Finally, we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours, 
Now and forever.  Amen. 
 
As we pray before the Cross: 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 
For by virtue of your cross  
Joy has come to the whole world. 
 
May God be merciful to us and bless us, 
Show us the light of his countenance, and come to us. 
 



Let your ways be known upon earth,  
Your saving health among all nations. 
 
Let the peoples praise you O God; 
Let all the peoples praise you. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 
For by virtue of your cross  
Joy has come to the whole world. 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
 
Adapted from Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

A liturgy for the Easter Vigil, adapted for home 
use 

 
The Lighting of New Fire 
Beloved in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to 
life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to linger in vigil and 
prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord in which, by virtue of our baptism into his death, into 
the hope of his resurrection, we celebrate the New Life we have received by his Mercy, awaiting 
the time when we may gather again around your holy altar. 
Light a candle for each person present. 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, 
and grant that we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Exsultet 
Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels! 
Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you. 
This is the night in which the true Lamb is slain.   
This is the night: this is the night. 
 
This the night in which the children of Israel were led through the sea. 



This is the night: this is the night.  
 
This the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.  
This is the night: this is the night.  
 
This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are renewed in grace. 
This is the night: this is the night.  
 
The holiness of this night restores joy to those who mourn and humbles earthly pride.  
Therefore this night, O God, receive our praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
May Christ, the Morning Star, rising from the grave,  

shed light on the whole human race. 
And we pray, O God: preserve and protect your church,  

giving us peace, in this time and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Holy Father, accept our living sacrifice of this candle in your honor. May Christ, the light of the 
world, bring us healing. May Christ, your light in us, drive away darkness and fear. May Christ, 
the Morning Star who knows no setting, find our faith ever burning, our love of mercy and 
justice ever afire – he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament readings 
The Story of Creation: Genesis 1:1-2:2 
Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea: Exodus 14:10-15:1 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of ld shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the 
power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the 
salvation of all nations by the water of Baptims: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The valley of dry bones: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Let us pray. 



Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out 
of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed with your Holy Spirit the will and the power to 
proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The gathering of God’s people: Zephaniah 3:12-20 
 
Let us pray. 
O God of changeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful 
and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of 
salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and 
things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Easter Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Holy Corner is restored and decorated. 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in 
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Intercessions 
On this most holy night, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the 
members of God’s family, responding to each petition with the words Hear our prayer.  
A brief silence. 
We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: for their bishops and clergy; for the newly 
baptized; for the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for faithful endurance during this time of 
sorrow and distress; and for a deepening sense of your presence among us. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: for the health of seas and rivers and lakes; and for the 
will to care for your earth. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 



We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for an end to war and international turmoil; for 
concord in our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, and local civic leaders, that they 
enact wise procedures to deal with the coronavirus.   
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God for all who are facing the coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all who have 
contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who have lost 
their employment; those who fear the present and the future. We pray for physicians, nurses, and 
home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the aching in our 
hearts with your merciful power. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for all in need: for those suffering for the faith; for those who are poor, hungry, and 
homeless; for those who are sick and those awaiting death; and for those we name before you here. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts: 
A longer period of silence. 
O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 
Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into your 
everlasting life, where sorrows will be no more. 
A brief silence. 
O God, our Beginning and our End, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 
Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours, 
Now and forever.  Amen. 



 
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your 
church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may 
shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
 
Acknowledgment to the Rev. Dr. James Farwell and Dr. Lisa Kimball, Virginia Theological Seminary 
and Dr. Gail Ramshaw and Dr. Gordon Lathrop, Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church for use of 
some of these materials.  
 
 


