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Annual Meeting of the Parish
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church
Annual Meeting Minutes
January 26, 2020
Opening
The meeting began at 11:43 am with a song led by Fr. Martin Elfert, who was resplendent in electric blue
trousers. He noted this is the 111th Annual Meeting of Grace Memorial, and there were 111 in
attendance at the 10 am service!
Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting
Andrew Eshelman, Sr. Warden asked for any corrections or comments from last year’s Annual Meeting
Minutes. There were none, and Steve Lovett moved the minutes be accepted as presented. Kathleen
Chapman seconded the motion. There was no further discussion, and the motion passed.
Report of the Vestry and Convention Nominating Committee and election of persons to serve on the
Vestry and Delegates to Convention
Andrew Eshelman and Louise Tippens acknowledged those leaving the Vestry as their term expires:
Elyssa de la Cruz, Phillip Koop, Nora McLaughlin, Peyton Snead, and the Youth Representative Ben
Snead. It was noted the Vestry did much good work this year, especially around development planning.
Louise added that the retiring members will be tough to replace, but her committee of 2 members from
the Vestry and 2 from the Parish did a great job reviewing the needed skills on the Vestry and finding
individuals to bring these skills to the Vestry. Her committee consisted of herself, Connie Sullivan, Daniel
Jones, Charles McGee II and Martin. The proposed slate of new Vestry members to serve 3-year terms is
Roosevelt Carter, Daniel Jones, Holly Puckett, and Kevin Walsh, and Kathryn (Katy) Unbehaun to serve a
2-year term. There were no nominations from the floor, and Nora McLaughlin made a motion to accept
the slate of Vestry members as presented by the nominating committee. Steve Lovett seconded the
motion. There was no further discussion, and the motion passed.
Martin presented the slate of Convention delegates who, among other Convention duties, will be
participating in the election of the new bishop in June. The proposed delegates are Charles McGee II,
Holly Puckett, Robin Gault and Christine Swanson. Sharon Loomis-Malin moved to accept the
Convention delegates as presented, and McLeod Sumner seconded the motion. There was no further
discussion, and the motion passed.
Rector’s Report
Martin began his report with a detailed summary of EVERYTHING that happened in the Parish since the
last Annual Meeting (breezes in the breezeway, lights out in rooms, etc.). He was mercifully interrupted
after a few minutes by the Curate, Rev. Jeanne Kaliszewski, who noted she was very sad and felt
everyone else needed cheering up as well. This prompted Martin, aided by Jeanne, to break into song
summarizing the activities of the Parish during the last year to the tune of “A Few of My Favorite Things”
from the Sound of Music. All could join in for the last part with words provided by Martin. The feeling in
the Parish Hall was decidedly cheerier at the conclusion of the song.
Financial Report and Presentation of the 2020 Budget
Curt Germundson reported the budget meeting last week was very productive. Highlights of the budget
include increased wages for staff and line items added for fund raising and development. He noted the
actuals are in the Annual Meeting budget report but may change when the books are closed out in
March. He does not think there will be many changes. He thanked those who have pledged for paying
their pledges, and said there are also gifts of stock, which will be reflected when the books are closed
out for the fiscal year. He added he’s noticed over the years that the Grace community is particularly
faithful in paying pledges. This is a big help when crafting budgets; to be able to count on the amounts
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pledged being received. He also noted the Curate salary appeal was met, helped in part with a grant
from the Diocese, but also a great response from the Parish.
Curt was thanked for his ongoing work with the budget. Martin also thanked Avril Johnson for her
insistence a couple of years ago to provide benefits for office staff as something to do “now” not
“sometime.” He said this has helped make Grace a good employer.
Nora McLaughlin moved to receive the financial report as presented. David Waldow seconded the
motion. There was no discussion, and the motion passed.
Recognitions
Martin asked those exiting the Vestry, Elyssa de la Cruz, Phillip Koop, Nora McLaughlin, and Peyton
Snead (Ben Snead was absent) to come forward, and a gift was presented to each of them. He noted
they were part of an excellent and faithful Vestry who both encouraged and challenged him throughout
the year. He hopes each will consider returning to the Vestry in the future. Andrew Eshelman was also
asked to come forward and was presented with a gift as well. Martin said that, while Andrew was no
longer the Sr. Warden, he will remain on the Vestry where he has been very active in the development
project among other things. Martin added he appreciates Andrew’s voice of reason and encouragement.
Martin also acknowledged Nancy Entrikin and the wonderful gift she is giving Grace with all her work on
the development project, which has seen progress mostly through the force of Nancy’s will. She
commented her vision is wine, cheese and dancing at the completion of the project.
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Phillip Koop and Kristin Koop described this year’s winner of the Hale
McMahon award, which is for service in the greater community. They outlined a life of service and
dedication, and someone clearly living the gospel message. He also has brought a couple of new coffee
hour traditions to Grace in the form of Bloody Marys at New Years and spam for several holidays. The
recipient, Bob Zimmer, was presented with the award, and he responded with humble words of thanks.
The Angeline Berry Award is presented for service to the Grace community, and Martin spoke a little
about how Angeline Berry provided the seed money to make Grace possible. Martin talked about
research he read recently connecting the picture of a person with their name and noted this year’s
winner clearly has a name perfectly fitted to her. He spoke of her many years of service to Grace
including the Friday dinners, as an office volunteer, and prolific knitting of shawls and lap robes. The
award was presented to Joy Finley, who accepted graciously.
Martin noted today as Frank Schramling’s 89th birthday, and we sang Happy Birthday to him.
Acceptance of Reports as Printed
Martin asked for the acceptance of the reports as printed in the Annual Report. There were no
questions or discussion, and Steve Lovett moved to accept the reports as printed in the Annual Report.
James Skirving Smith seconded the motion. There was no discussion, and the motion passed.
Trivia Questions
The ever-popular trivia quiz was presented by Martin and enjoyed by all participants.
Other Business
A slide show was shown with scenes from the past year at Grace, and all sang the hymn “Jesus
Remember Me” to accompany the slides.
Blessing and Adjournment
Following a closing prayer by Martin, Steve Lovett moved to adjourn the meeting, and Warren
Burkeholder seconded the motion. There was no discussion, and the meeting adjourned at 12:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Alicia Perkins Lehrle, Clerk
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Rector’s Report
We mean a lot of different things when we use the word church. Sometimes we mean every expression
of Christianity that there is; sometimes we mean the Episcopal way in particular; sometimes we mean
the liturgy, a time of singing hymns and saying prayers; sometimes we mean a beloved building at the
corner of 17th and Weidler Street.
And sometimes we mean one another. We mean you and me, the Body of Christ.
Maybe one of the gifts hiding in the strange, hard, and grief-filled year that was 2020 was that, together,
we remembered and lived into that last definition just a little more.
Church is:
When we talk on the phone or on zoom and we tell stories of the miracle and muddle of
everyday life;
When we send a friend a card that says Happy Birthday or I miss you or I’m praying for you or
I’m so sorry or I love you;
When the members of The Free Lunch Collective deliver food to hungry people around Portland
and thereby embody Jesus’ words, I have come to bring good news to the poor;
When we gather for the program Sacred Ground and share painful and liberating truths about
race in America;
When we sing a hymn to our computer screen on Sunday morning and we trust that we are not
singing alone.
What else would you add to that list?
Sometimes, when someone logs onto the Grace livestream on Sundays they will write in the chat not
Good Morning but, rather, Hello Church! That greeting is rock-solid theology. Because while all of the
other definitions of church are good and holy, none of them are quite as good or quite as holy as the
one in which church is you and me.
And so, in a funny way, thank you for 2020. Thank you for a year that, in spite of all its hurt, maybe even
because of all its hurt, reminded us that we are the Body of Christ, that we are church.
Respectfully submitted,
The Rev. Martin Elfert
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Curate’s Report
I have been a priest at Grace Memorial in pandemic longer than I was a priest at Grace Memorial in the
building. Never in my wildest imaginings did I think this is what the beginning of my priesthood would
look like, and yet I am so grateful to God and the people of Grace Memorial that I have been given the
opportunity to serve in this way at this time.
I am, again, organizing my report around 4 aspects of our life together: Prayer & Worship, Study &
Learning, Life in Community, and Action
Prayer & Worship
I have been continually struck by the ways the Holy Spirit shows up in worship and prayer, even as we
moved to a community in dispersal. I am grateful to be part of the gifted and committed worship and
music team of Martin, Evelyn, Sue, Kevin, and Phoebe.
I have come to truly appreciate the responsiveness and connection that our online worship has
provided, especially during the prayers. I have a hope that once we regather in physical space once
again, people will yell out their prayers from the pews the way they write them in the comments.
Study & Learning
There have been so many rich opportunities for study and learning this year. The year began in-person
with reading Amy Jill Levine’s wonderful book Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to Holy
Week and I am grateful to Tod Moquist for leading that group with me.
When we moved online we had many wonderful opportunities for study and learning. Martin and I
finished leading catechumenate with a wonderful group. We had a 4 week series on prayer led by Jo
Bronson, Sister Petra, Martin, and myself that was incredibly connecting and powerful.
We also started Sacred Ground, The Episcopal Church’s anti-racism curriculum, with a wonderful group
of parishioners who came together to learn about the history of the construction of race and racist
systems of oppression in this country. It was hard stuff to read and digest, and this group approached
the material with honesty and vulnerability and held one another with grace and love.
Life in Community
Zoom, zoom, zooma zoom!
Life in community looks like a whole lot of zoom these days…..and phone calls and cards and prayers.
At the beginning of the pandemic we created the Circles of Grace which were designed to connect
parishioners to one another for support and prayer. Some of these groups came together and stayed
together more easily than others, as we expected, but I am constantly moved by the ways in which
members of Grace continue to care for one another.
I would also like to thank those who helped deliver the Advent bags this December. That was a huge
undertaking and I would like to send a big shout out to Niki Moquist for organizing, by delivery area, our
massive mailing list. I would also like to thank our delivery folks, Corbet and Myra Clark, Nancy
McCusker, Kevin Walsh and John Strege, Jessica Skinner, Christine Swanson, Marcia McLean, Andy
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D’Antonio, Nancy Entrikin, Sammi and Branden Harvey, Evelyn Prater, Ann Crockett, Jeff and Sibby
Tower, Jo Bronson, and Monika Soennichsen!
Action
Our church continues to feed people as we opened the doors to the Free Lunch Collective this year.
Members of our parish are active in social justice and outreach in all sorts of ways during the pandemic.
Specifically, I would like to thank Daniel Jones for agreeing to serve with me in leadership on the
Diocesan Commission to End Racism. I am proud that Grace has such a strong presence in this work at
the Diocesan level.
I am grateful God called me to be a priest and grateful I get to live out that call with you all.
Your friend in Christ,
Jeanne Kaliszewski
Curate, Grace Memorial Episcopal Church

Recommendation for New Vestry Members – January 2021
Nomination Process
The 2021 slate for the Vestry and Diocesan Convention comes after several months of work by the
Nominating Committee.
The committee consists of two current Vestry members, one or two parish members who currently are
not on the Vestry, and the Rector. Outreach began in the fall through announcements encouraging
people to apply. These were made on Zoom, in the Grace Notes, in the Sunday bulletin, and by
telephone.
Each person completed a short application indicating why they want to serve and what skills and
background they can offer.
As a result of this process, the Nominating Committee recommended to the following Slates to the
Vestry. The Vestry approved the proposed slates, which will be voted on by the full parish at the Annual
Meeting.
Recommendation
The Vestry recommends that the following parish members be elected to the Vestry by the
Congregation:
• Andrew D’Antonio (3 year term)
• Bindhu Newell (3 year term)
• Sammy Harvey (3 year term)
The Vestry also recommends that the following parish members represent Grace Memorial Episcopal
Church at the Diocesan Convention.
• Charles A. McGee II
• Robin Gault
•
•

Holly Puckett
Matt Haines
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Vestry Candidate Information
Andrew D’Antonio: Grace Memorial has become a spiritual home for me and my
husband since we moved to Portland in 2019. I would like to deepen my
involvement with the community, get to know people better, and offer my
particular skillset as a resource to help further the church's mission. I am excited
about Grace's new building project, and I would love to be a part of making this
come to fruition. I bring to the Vestry a background working in music schools &
arts administration including strategic planning, event planning, donor relations
and fundraising. I have worked in supervisory rolls for the past 10 years, and I
would say one of my strengths is setting goals, creating timelines, and helping
make sure things stay on schedule.

Sammi Horne-Harvey: Though I have no previous board experience and
am fairly new to the Episcopal church, I believe serving on the Vestry
would be a fantastic way to get even more plugged into our community.
I have been eager to find more ways to volunteer and serve our parish
over the past year and I feel honored to have received a nomination. As
a former evangelical and also as a young millennial, I believe I bring a
unique perspective to the table that’ll be helpful as we dream towards
the future of Grace memorial. As for skillsets, I have a degree in English
Writing and Minor in Marketing from Lipscomb University. I am an avid
reader and very competent in Social Media, particularly Instagram. My
husband and I run a small business that’s social justice oriented (@goodgoodgoodco) and I am an
advocate for mental health awareness. I am hoping to continue my education in the next year by going
back to Graduate school to pursue becoming a Marriage, Family & Couple Therapist.
Bindhu Newell: My husband, Cary, and I first started coming to Grace
when we moved to Portland about 12 years ago. We loved the warm
welcome and truly open arms that the Grace community embraced
around us. Since then, we have grown within the church as a couple
and as a family alongside our now 9 year-old twins, Rowan and
Marlowe. We have witnessed many and have been a part of some of
the ministries that Grace shares to not only its members but to the
community at large outside its walls. For the love, care, and good
works of our Grace Church community, I would like to be considered
to be of service to the Vestry in any way I can, to continue its vision. As
a vestry member, one of the things I can offer is the perspective of
being a person of color, daughter of immigrants, and mother to extremely active and inquisitive 9 yearolds! From my prior professional work as an executive recruiter, I have gained valuable business
relationship, interpersonal, negotiation, and organizational skills.

Respectfully submitted,
Louise Tippens, Vestry Member and Chair of the Nominating Committee
Nominating Committee Members:
Louise Tippens, chair, Charles McGee, Connie Sullivan, Daniel Jones, and Fr. Martin
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Convention Delegates
Charles A. McGee II

Charles fled the Liberian Civil War, and joined Grace Memorial November,
1991. With the sponsorship of Grace, he and his family reunited in May, 1993.
He holds B.Sc. in Political Science, B.A. in Secondary Education, M.Ed. in
Educational Administration, Diploma in Criminal Justice Administration,
graduate of both Portland State University Institute of Nonprofit Management
and the College for Congregational Development. He recently served on the
Diocesan Council and facilitated the DPA Committee. Here at Grace, he is CoSenior Warden, the first African American to serve in this capacity in Grace’s
102 year history. Cecelia and Charles have five children and eight grandchildren.
Robin Gault

I moved to Portland from Tallahassee, Florida, in June 2013 following the
death of my husband, and joined Grace Memorial shortly after I arrived
here. I have been an Episcopalian since college, and I was an active
member of my Florida church for 30 years. At Grace Memorial I have
participated in Benedictine Way, the Catechumenate, and the 2017
Auction Committee. I was a delegate to diocesan convention in 2019 and
2020 and have served on the Vestry between 2017 and 2020, the last year as Co-Senior
Warden. I have been very impressed with the enthusiasm and sense of mission here at Grace
Memorial ever since I arrived, and I look forward to serving you.
Holly Puckett/Sister Petra n/OSB - novice, Order of St. Benedict,

Companions of St. Luke
I care deeply about Grace and serving God and God’s people, and feel
like representing Grace at the Diocesan Convention is a role where I can
continue to do that. The skills and experience I have gained as a leader of
the youth, participating in services and serving on vestry that could be
useful to the Diocesan Convention group. I also volunteer in lots of lay
person roles around church so I can offer perspective from several
different groups when that is helpful. I have a good understanding of
nonprofit rules and laws on the local, statewide, and national level; systems for small business,
including best practices for human resources, accounting, and donation management, so the
overall business of the church is of interest to me. Beyond the skills and fitness for the role, I
will support the church and the statewide efforts of the church with my prayers.
Matt Haines
At Grace Memorial I have found a spiritual home. I have been blessed to
serve as an acolyte, Eucharistic Minister, and even as guest preacher! I have
gotten to know many of you better at Zoom coffee hour. Grace is a special
place for sure.
Previously, I served as: a youth minister, lector, stewardship chair, and
diocesan delegate. I worked for the inclusion and welcoming of LGBT people
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through Integrity within the diocese, Province 8, and nationally as VP and president. My faith and my
love for the Church have grown because of these opportunities to serve!
As a Diocesan Delegate I would represent Grace in both the Annual Convention and regularly within
Convocation, where we will work with Bishop Diana to better equip the Diocese to share the Good News
to a world hungering to experience God’s love.
This is exciting and vital work, let’s do it together!

From the Senior Wardens
We are pleased to report on the work of our very dedicated Vestry, which has met via
videoconferencing (Zoom) since March 2020. We have missed being able to spend time together in
person, but our work has continued, as has the work of the church. Our thanks to everyone who has
helped to keep Grace Memorial Church a vibrant community of worship and ministry during a most
challenging year. Father Martin, Mother Jeanne, Sue Jensen, Phoebe MacRae and Kevin Walsh all
worked to bring us amazing online worship, but without the technical expertise of Evelyn Prater, none of
that would have been possible. Office Manager Jackie Thomas and Office Volunteer Demetria Keck
made sure that administrative needs were met. Thank you!
The Grace Campus
Work on our campus development project continued this year. We are encouraged by the support of
City of Portland and the Sullivan’s Gulch Neighborhood Association. Our thanks to Nancy Entrikin who is
doing so much to move this project forward and who is now keeping us all informed with her
newsletter.
Conceptual plans for the new development are still being developed by architect Brian Carleton. Our
understanding of our needs and those of our partners, Grace Institute and PHAME, is evolving, and
those of you who were able to participate in the October 18th Grace Commons Forum with Brian
Carleton will remember that the latest drawings are noticeably different than those we reviewed in
2019. As the project currently stands, it will include two separate buildings: a 6-7 story building
containing affordable apartments, and a 3 story building housing facilities for Grace Memorial (including
a new chapel), Grace Institute and its Art Camps, and PHAME (including a “black box” theatre). We
expect to see more changes before the final plans take shape.
As we become clearer about space needs for the Grace/GI/PHAME building, we are also becoming
clearer about its cost. Northwest Housing Alternatives, developer of the affordable housing, will handle
financing of the apartments, but the costs of the other building will be the responsibility of the three
organizations. Last spring the Vestry approved hiring Dianne Alves as our Capital Campaign consultant.
We anticipate hearing more about fundraising plans in 2021.
Our new project is exciting, but we do not expect to break ground until sometime in 2022. Meanwhile
we are working to address issues with our existing buildings. There are always maintenance needs in
older buildings, but a series of August break-ins by a homeless man with mental health problems made
us aware of security vulnerabilities on our campus. Fortunately no one was injured, but there was
damage to our buildings. Special thanks for Rick Malin for helping with repairs in such a timely manner!
Fr. Martin has installed a doorbell camera system that should help with security.
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Vestry Committee Projects
This year the Vestry formed three committees to deal with specific projects. The Bylaws Committee
(Andrew Eshleman and Katy Unbehaun) reviewed and updated Grace Memorial’s bylaws. The by laws
can be found on Grace’s website at:https://gracememorialdotorg.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/gmecbylaws-2020-final.pdf
The Vestry Liaison Committee (chair: Charles McGee, members Daniel Jones and Louise Tippens) was
formed prior to the pandemic with the goal of assigning Vestry members as liaisons to the many
ministries here at Grace. With so many of our ministries on hold this year, this project has also been put
on hold.
One of the most exciting projects undertaken by the Vestry has been the Equity and Inclusion
Committee (chair: Daniel Jones, members Cameron Denney and Andrew Eshleman), formed to look at
where Grace is now on issues around equity and inclusion, such issues around racial and economic
justice, where we want to be, and how we can move forward to those goals. The committee drafted an
Equity and Inclusion Policy which was enthusiastically endorsed by the Vestry. Every member of the
parish received a copy in the mail; it is also located on the Grace Memorial website under the heading
“Vision” below the “About” tab. This policy statement is only the beginning of our work as a
congregation. The Vestry anticipates that this committee will be the nucleus of a parish-wide ministry.
Expect to hear more from the Equity and Inclusion Committee soon!
As we finish our terms on the Grace Memorial Vestry, we want to thank all our fellow members for
2020: Roosevelt Carter, Cameron Denney, Andrew Eshleman, Curt Germundson (Treasurer), Daniel
Jones, Charles A. McGee II, Holly Puckett, Katy Unbehaun, David Waldow (Junior Warden), and Kevin
Walsh. And, of course, Martin, Jeanne, and Vestry Clerk Alicia Lehrle whose diligent note-taking makes
all our work possible. For more information about Vestry activities, see the minutes posted on the
Grace Memorial website.
Respectfully submitted,
Robin Gault and Louise Tippens
Co-Senior Wardens
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From the Junior Warden
Completed
1. Dishwasher low temperature issues resolved.
2. Air conditioning system installed.
3. Campus wide grounds clean up at end of June.
4. Parking lot lighting adjustment to appease neighbor complaint.
Ongoing
1. COVID 19 challenges.
2. Stained glass panel damage in hall outside of office.
3. Interior damage to various doors due to break in by an individual suffering a mental health crisis in
August.
4. Door hardware fixes sought to both repair damage and mitigate future break-ins.
5. Ring entry system installed by F. Martin to deter future break-ins.
6. Potential mold issues in Attic adjacent to Sacristy is under evaluation and testing.
7. Water leak in Sacristy from overflow drain in December.
8. Additional lighting at steps into Breezeway from Courtyard.

Respectfully submitted,
David Waldow
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Altar Guild
Altar Guild hosted the annual Silver Tea on January 26, 2020. We would like to thank the Grace
Community for their support in making this a successful fundraiser. Proceeds helped to meet the needs
of the guild during the course of the year. In February, the guild prepared the church for the season of
Lent. Crosses were veiled in preparation of Ash Wednesday which took place on February 26. In March,
the pandemic became a part of our lives, and the guild provided their services until the church was
closed. During the closure, the guild has cleaned all linens and put them away for safe keeping. We
would like to thank Kevin Walsh and Phoebe MacRae for taking over the duties of Altar Guild during the
church closure. They have done a fantastic job of making Grace beautiful for each service that has been
filmed.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy McCusker and Carol Snead
Co-Directresses

Benedictine Way
The Benedictine Way suspended our weekly Thursday Morning Church Meetings in the beginning of
March 2020 due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and hopefully will resume the meetings in the near future
when it is safe to restart in person meetings once all our Benedictine Way members are vaccinated.
Prior to the pandemic we continued to read about the way of St. Benedict and how his principles could
be applied to our everyday life in the 21st Century whether it was our personal, business, or spiritual
lives.
Again, Mariann and I would like to thank all our members for their patience as we await the rollout of
the Coronavirus Vaccine and the resumption of our weekly Thursday meetings.
Respectfully submitted,
Tom Krausse and Mariann Koop-McMahon,
Co-Conveners

Ushers – Ministers of Hospitality
The mission of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, a parish for all people, is to extend God’s gracious love
and hospitality to each other and to the community.
Ushers participate in the life of Grace, greeting and welcoming people to our service, remembering the
words of the Gospel, “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” (Matthew 25:35) Hospitality is a critical
component to strengthening our worship community. By greeting members and encouraging
newcomers to share in our service, our fellowship and enter into the life at Grace, ushers simply take on
a more formal role of hospitality on Sunday that is shared throughout the Grace congregation in all of its
activities.
In addition to welcoming and seating all comers to the service, ushers provide bulletins so all can follow
and participate in the service. They present the elements of bread and wine, then gather the collection
and present this offering of the people in the name of the congregation. The ushers help those who wish
to go forward to participate in the Holy Eucharist which brings us into the presence of Christ and the
24

presence of Christ in one another. They may also arrange for communion in the pew for those unable to
come to the altar rail.
When services again are held in the church, the ushers will continue to rotate on Sundays, serving as
their schedules permit. Anyone interested is always welcome to the team and can be paired with an
experienced usher to facilitate becoming familiar with the routine. Written guidelines also provide
detailed instructions.
If you are interested in this ministry or have questions about this ministry, please contact Sally Fraser
(503 281 6027), Father Martin or Mother Jeanne, or leave your name and contact information at the
office, letting them know you have questions or would like to serve. A copy of the guidelines is also
available.
Respectfully submitted,
Sally Fraser

Church School
I became Grace’s Church School Coordinator and Teacher in the Fall of 2015. I endeavored to make
Church School a welcoming, safe and creative learning environment, focusing on art, story and
stewardship. The year 2020 started out that way and then came very new challenges for Church School
that I endeavored to take on to the best of my ability while still remembering to practice compassion for
both myself and the Church School Families that needed rest from the many new adjustments in our
lives took.
I would like to give my thanks to Elyssa de la Cruz, Fr. Martin, Evelyn Prater and Mariann KoopMcMahon for their help and continued support in 2020. I also very much want to express my heartfelt
appreciation for the decision made by the Grace Vestry to continue my position as Church School
Coordinator through this pandemic. I am well aware that almost all other Sunday Schools have shut
down completely. I am very grateful that Grace still supports me.
Here are descriptions of more notable projects last year:
Epiphany, 2020 (before COVID-19)
I read "The Dove's Letter" by Keith Baker. In this beautiful book, a dove searches for a letter’s owner and
in her journey discovers what it means to love and to be loved as well as the gifts we each have to share
to express our love. We then discussed how this book relates to this season of Epiphany and created our
very own dove letters in watercolors.
Mariann Koop-McMahon led us in this very special project where we made fused glass votive plate
holders inspired by the Lectionary reading of Moses and the Burning Bush. Many thanks to Grace
Institute for donating these materials!
With help from artist Myra Clark, we created another special art project: Lenten-Meditation-Alleluia Art.
This collaborative work was a meditation on the meaning of Lent and "Alleluia" through words and small
drawings in sharpie and watercolor crayon. We not only hid this beautiful artwork away during all of
Lent in the Sanctuary, but it was also featured in Grace Parish's Lenten Meditation Cookbook Booklet
which Myra Clark organized and designed.
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Lent, 2020 - Church School@ Home begins
After Church service became streaming, I began to send my Church School Families a curated message
each Sunday. They included a prayer with a seasonal project or activity with directions and with links to
animated educational kids videos of the Gospel stories. These projects were meant to be either done
independently or collaboratively. Eventually, it became clear that these projects/activities were
becoming too much for our Grace Families’ bandwidth and my emails became simpler over time.

Fall 2020 - Read Aloud Video Series by Grace Parishioners
After Summer break, much contemplation, emails back and forth with Elyssa de la Cruz and Martin, and
technology hurdles, I started a new project for Church School that would be accessible to all of Grace
Parish as a way for us to connect from our homes. This intermittent video series for Church School
features Grace Parishioners reading aloud books that might be religious or spiritual or just a place where
the reader finds God nestled between the pages. This series is designed for Church Schoolers, but is
available to all Grace Parishioners as a way to connect and also because I think the inner child in us all
will always enjoy being read a good book.
Our children and youth right now are already being asked to learn remotely at home. So, the best way I
can think of to reach our Church Schoolers is by reading aloud a good book! I try to schedule videos so
that most of the books are in theme with the current liturgical seasons. This video series is shared by a
private youtube link so that only those with access to the link can see it. These links are shared with my
Church School Families email list as well as in the Grace eNotes. I choose to do this because privacy and
introversion is a thing for many people.
Thank you to my volunteer Parishioners for their time, thoughtful book choices, reading and discussion,
and patience with technology! If you have not done so already, please watch their videos. Each one is
unique.
Episode 1: Mariann Koop-McMahon reads "Brother Francis of Assisi" by Tomie de Paolo.
Episode 2: Kristin Koop reads "The Peace Book" by Todd Parr.
Advent 2020
Episode 3: Kathleen Shelman reads "The Legend of the Poinsettia" retold by Tomie de Paolo.
Episode 4: Niki Moquist reads "Saint Nicholas & the Nine Gold Coins" by Jim Frost.
Episode 5: Elyssa de la Cruz (and special guest) read "God Gave Us Christmas" by Lisa Tawn
Bergren.
Christmas 2020
Episode 6: Phillip Koop reads "Wombat Divine" by Mem Fox.
More episodes are in the works. Look for them in the Grace eNotes!
Respectfully Submitted in Peace + Health + Gratitude,
Respectfully Submitted in Peace + Gratitude,
Kristin Koop
Church School Coordinator
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Holy Land Ministry
March 2020 St. Luke Episcopal Church in Vancouver, Washington hosted a Palestinian Movie night.
Claudia Frahm coordinated with Rev. Dick Toll and Deb Pratt to show the movie “The Stones Cry Out”. A
lively discussion followed. Also, in attendance were Rachel Corrie’s parents. Rachel had been murdered
by the Israeli Occupied Forces while trying to prevent a Palestinian home demolition. Approximately,
sixty people attended the informational movie night to discuss what challenges face the Christians that
are living under occupation.
Respectfully submitted,
Jo Bronson

Women of Grace
Wow – What a year! Things were certainly different, but amazingly The Women of Grace still managed
to do a few of our “normal” events.
The Women of Grace, WOG, includes all women who attend Grace Memorial Episcopal Church. We are
connected to the Oregon Episcopal Church Women, referred to as ECW, and strongly encourage all
women to attend meetings when we get back to having them and become involved in making the
Women of Grace an active part of the Grace Community. We continue to pay our annual dues to the
ECW of Oregon so we can participate in their activities. Jackie will post information about ECW events in
the e-notes, like Spirituality Day, usually held in late spring, hopefully virtually this year.
We held our annual meeting and bazaar evaluation meeting in February. We had a lovely lunch and
then worked on our budget and review of the bazaar. We scheduled the 2020 bazaar for the first
weekend in December. We made decision on how to distribute the funds we raised and thought we
would be holding our next bazaar in December. Being flexible is always a good skill to have!
Since the Holiday Bazaar has been WOG’s main source of income since the 1940s and we still wanted to
try and raise at least a little money, we decided to have the food booth orders go virtual. We couldn’t
have done it without Kristin Koop who took on the task of developing an online order form. Once we
had orders we had a couple of drive through pickups, thank you to Connie Sullivan and Sharon LoomisMalin for hanging out in the parking lot with me. Thank you to everyone who purchased jams, jellies,
and chutneys. We made $1400 for the WOG which is wonderful!
The money raised at the bazaar is used for church projects and activities. The Women of Grace also
makes grants to parish programs and other organizations. Our budget for this is based on the amount
raised each year. These grants are divided into four main designations: Church, Clergy and Parish
House, Service for Parishioners and Gifts to the Community. In the past money has been used for
remodeling the downstairs women’s restroom, new blinds in the community hall, supporting the organ
fund, supplies for the kitchen, and other requests.
Again, we would love to have all women of Grace become members of WOG. We would also appreciate
feedback on how we can better serve the needs of all the women of Grace and ideas for new activities
and fundraisers.
Respectfully submitted by the Leadership Team,
Susan Germundson, Sharon Loomis-Malin, and Connie Sullivan
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Grace Community Center Gala
Exceeding projections, Grace Memorial's first Virtual Live Gala - Mask-er-AID raised a gross total of
$35,600 to support the ongoing work of the Parish during the unprecedented, challenging, and painful
cycle of pandemic and lockdown of 2020. Of that amount $15,050 came from the paddle raise, which
specifically supports our outreach ministries, including building upkeep and essentials. With expenses
finalized, the costs compare favorably with an average year budget, even including the additional efforts
necessary to translate the event into a virtual experience.
Words are not enough to thank all those who stepped forward to donate items, experiences, time, skills,
and money to make this virtual event a success! Special thanks are due to a few folks:
Jessica Skinner, Christine Swanson and Fr. Martin for the creation of "A Letter to the Church in
Portland"
Fr. Martin who spent a lot of time in front of the camera
The drivers who delivered meals the day of the Gala
The volunteers who delivered silent items
Kristin, Phillip and I have worked on the Gala for some years as a sort of family team because of how
much Grace means in our lives. In 1998, we were made so welcome and found such healing and family
here, that we have sought to help ensure this Parish Family will continue to open wide its doors just as it
did for us.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristin Koop
Phillip Koop
Mariann Koop-McMahon
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Music at Grace
I would like to extend a note of gratitude to all the musicians of Grace parish who have so loyally
contributed their gifts of time, talent and support through music ministry for the glory of God in our
worship services and concerts.
It was an extraordinary year in many ways for Music Ministry at Grace with several highlights.
With a pandemic shutting down our in-person worship services on March 13, the Music
Ministry of Grace was immediately thrust into an entire new way of offering music for the
congregation.
Gratitude and immense thanksgivings go to Kevin Walsh (baritone; cantor emeritus of
Trinity Cathedral, Portland; and Vestry member), the lovely resident soprano soloist Phoebe
MacRae, and John Strege (Emeritus Canon of Music at Trinity Cathedral) for stepping in
without missing a beat to help provide music March 13 – December. The “Team 4” (Martin
Elfert, Kevin Walsh, Phoebe MacRae, and myself) made over 400 recordings for 50+ worship
services, March 15 – Dec. 29, 2020, recording every week with the exception of 2 weeks. As
we pivoted to an online Morning Prayer/Evening Prayer cycle for the remainder of the year,
this allowed us to explore new music in the form of Canticles. Using the Episcopal Church
Publishing resources (the Hymnal 1982, Wonder Love and Praise, My Heart Sings Out, Lift
Every Voice and Sing II, and Enriching our Music 1 &2),
we have had an adventuresome exploration of all the wonderful canticles found in these
resources. In addition, over 100 preludes and postludes were created, produced, and
enriched with photos of familiar scenes around the Grace campus to begin and end our
worship services.
Kevin Walsh, who recently retired from a long career at Oregon Catholic Press as an
Executive Producer two days before the pandemic hit, jumped in to help with music and
altar guild set-ups. With the 400 recordings produced by “Team 4”, Kevin guided us through
the process of producing a cd/playlist of the recordings for an auction item gift from Music
at Grace. With the assistance of his colleagues at OCP, the Music Ministry of Grace
produced its first ever CD/playlist that includes our 22 top favorite recordings. It opens with
a Bell Peal using Grace’s Petit & Fritsen Dutch handbells, and concludes with an original
composition, “Wings of Grace” that was composed for the memorial of Ann Herzog
Schneider, the former Rector Rev. Stephen Schneider’s wife in November, 2019. This
cd/playlist is a first in the history of the parish and such a wonderful milestone in the music
program. A wonderful, welcomed gift of healing and positivity to our congregation during
what has been a very long and challenging time for all, we are all very proud of this creative
effort.

With Kevin’s expertise and knowledge of the church season and his amazingly beautiful
flower arranging March through December, Grace has been so blessed with gifts of beauty
through music and art in so many ways. Music at Grace created a production of 500
beautiful greeting cards with 12 different designs featuring familiar images around the
church and photos of the gorgeous flower arrangements. These were distributed in Advent
bags to congregants and to the CD auction donors.
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Other highlights:
I. Renovation & Repair of The Richardson Organ:
In June, 2020, the Richard Bond Organ Company completed the addition of adding
•

12 new 8’ Pommer pipes on the existing Pedal

•

adding and completing the Swell 8' Cromorne (56 new pipes)
on a new electro-pneumatic windchest

•

adding a Swell 4' Principal (56 new pipes on a new electro-pneumatic windchest)
to give greater dynamic balance between the two divisions (keyboards) of the organ (i.e.,
the Swell and the Great.
This has allowed us to have a better balanced organ between the two divisions (Great &
Swell) and a have a few more tone colors to use on the organ.

I.

Music at Grace Concerts & other special music
February 22, Grace hosted a fabulous concert presented by Portland Piano International
featuring RISING STAR solo pianist Baron Fenwick.
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the April 24 concert was cancelled.
While practicing safe protocols, we enjoyed the occasional musical gifts of guest musicians
Adam LaMotte (violin), Jonathan Johnson (trumpet), Jennifer Craig (harpist, Oregon
Symphony), Annabeth Shirley (cello), and Nate Helgeson (bassoon). We were so fortunate to
have Jennifer Craig (Or Sym) with us for Christmas – for whom the recordings at Grace were
her first music performances since March, due to the Oregon Symphony being closed.

Special thanks to the Coventry Choir and Grace BellRingers for their musical contributions and loyal
dedication. While on break during the pandemic, the choir continued to meet on Thursday evenings for
social connections and fellowship. Plans are in the work to create a few zoom choir contributions for the
worship services in 2021. Once the pandemic is under control, we will be working hard to rebuild both
ensembles.
There is a wonderful quote that I recently came across and it goes like this:
“Music is the glue that holds us together when everything is falling apart.”
I can say that during this really challenging year, music HAS been the glue that has helped to hold us
together in new and innovative ways – renewing our faith in God, our faith in getting through tough
times, and bringing us joy.
Thank you all, ---for your wonderful, kind and generous support in the music ministry at Grace.
Blessings to each of you! - Susan Jensen, Choir Director/Organist

Blessings to each of you,
Susan Jensen
Choir Director/Organist
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Friday Community Dinners
Grace's community dinner, the Friday Feast, started the 2020 year strong with a regular attendance of
50-60 guests and a solid line-up of volunteers to cook and serve the dinners. Westminster Presbyterian
Church continued to support the effort in sharing responsibility of cooking and serving the meal every
other week.
When COVID-19 came to Portland and gathering in crowds became unadvisable, the Friday Feast took a
brief hiatus. We paused the dinner service, hoping that the virus would soon be behind us. When it
became clear that the virus would be a part of our daily lives for a while, a smaller group of volunteers
from Grace began to work together to prepare sack dinners. Starting in May, these meals were served
from the parking lot of Grace in a take-away fashion. The meals shifted from sandwiches in the summer
to hot meals as the weather turned colder. We noticed right away that our attendance was smaller than
the Friday dinners and was slowly decreasing. By December 2020, we were serving about 10 guests a
week. It became clear that the opportunity to share a meal in the Fellowship Hall is the heart of the
Friday Feast experience, for both volunteers and guests. At the start of 2021, we made the difficult
decision to put the Friday Feast ministry on another hiatus until we can safely gather indoors again.
We are so thankful for the support and flexibility of the volunteers who cooked and served meals as we
navigated the difficult circumstances of the past 9 months. We encourage our volunteers to continue
the work of serving the community through other organizations that are well-suited to meeting the
growing need for food and community during this time.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary and Tim Bryant
gracefridayfeast@gmail.com

Weekday Sack Lunch Ministry
Many come to the Sack Lunch Program at Grace for a warm welcome, a familiar face, perhaps a
conversation, a pair of socks or some toiletries as well as a non-perishable, nutritious sack lunch. Most
of our guests are low income or people who are homeless. Many are regulars. Some come and go once
or intermittently.
In 2020, the Grace Sack Lunch Ministry distributed over 433 sack lunches, 203 pairs of socks and many
hats, gloves and various toiletries on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11AM to 1PM.
Generous parishioner donations continued to constitute an important part of our supplies. The
remaining supplies are purchased from Church funds from auctions and donations.
The numbers were significantly less this year because the program was suspended for security reasons
in the summer following the break-in but will resume in the near future with two volunteers in
attendance each day while the church remains closed. Due to COVID-19, the distribution set-up was
revised to assure social distancing to protect the safety of the volunteers and our guests.
The sack lunches continue to be hearty and nutritious, made of non-perishable items including: pop-top
cans of pork and beans, pop-top soups, pop-top stews, tuna and chicken snack boxes, Vienna sausages,
granola bars, fruit and pudding cups, small packets of dried fruit and nuts and small juice cartons.
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Socks, so critical to the health and comfort of those on the streets, are popular and greatly appreciated.
Many tell us they wear the new, warm, dry socks at night before using them by day when they are likely
to get wet and cold. Hats, gloves and scarves are available. Donations of toiletries such as shampoo,
soap, lotion, toothbrushes and toothpaste are gladly received, expensive and hard to come by for many,
yet necessary for health and hygiene.
Many thanks to parishioners who so faithfully donate food, socks, hats, gloves and toiletries, and to the
volunteers who make up and distribute the lunches to those who come to Grace in need of a nutritious
lunch and a place of welcome.
Respectfully submitted,
Sally Fraser and Avril Johnson

The Guild of St. Mary
Working with the support of the Women of Grace (Episcopal Church Women or ECW), the Guild of St.
Mary has gathered most Saturdays each month to sew, quilt, crochet and knit projects for outreach
going on 17 years – until March 2020!
There are several components to the Guild that make it integral to the life of our parish and an example
of the many different and creative ways we do ministry and outreach at Grace even when we cannot be
together.
We make quilts and blankets to give to those who need them. Since 2003, we have been making quilts
and blankets to give to Bradley Angle, a multi-service agency that provides shelter and related services
for women, children, families and members of the LGBTQ communities escaping domestic violence.
Although in this pandemic year some of our members have worked at home, we sadly have not been
able to create as many as we would have liked. However, we quietly gave 25 blankets and quilts to
Bradly Angle, and another 20 to Rose Haven, a day shelter and service agency for women.
We treasure our relationships with one another. We find that getting together to work on outreach
quilts, joint projects or on our own tasks in the company of others, who represent a wide range of age
groups, is a great blessing and joy! In 2020, thanks to the computer skills of Evelyn Prater, we gathered
every so often via Zoom, while Niki Moquist took over writing our little email newsletter for members.
These two things helped us to nurture our connections so much.
As soon as we all have had the COVID-19 vaccine, we will again meets most Saturday mornings in the
Mason Burnham Room at Grace. At that time St. Mary’s Guild will invite interested women of all ages
and skill levels to join us, and, if you are a beginner, we will teach you what you need to know. We also
offer a very welcoming place for mothers and daughters. Anyone interested in learning how to make a
quilt or get into knitting/crocheting is most welcome to come and visit – hopefully by fall.
In 2020, our work was greatly assisted by donated materials. (We do welcome donations of 100% quiltweight cotton fabric or 100% cotton flannel. (It is important to note that we believe there is almost no
such thing as ugly fabric.) Cash donations, including a generous support from ECW, are used to
purchase additional supplies such as thread and quilt batting, as well as backing and finishing fabrics.
Respectfully submitted,
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Coordinator
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Grace Campus Usage
As we all know life as usual came to an abrupt halt in early 2020.
Folks couldn’t gather for their weekly support meetings. We didn’t hear the singing, drumming, chatting,
and giggles from the PHAME students. No little ones scrambling around and growing their artistic talents
during the summer for Grace Art Camp. I for one miss all of them.
We did, however, gain the Free Lunch Coalition. They are a volunteer group who cook, package and
deliver meals to the houseless in Portland. We are hoping to continue to make space available for them
after it is safe to return to normal life.
Respectfully submitted,
Jackie Thomas, Office Manager

Free Lunch Coalition
The Free Lunch Collective is a Portland volunteer food distribution group founded on the philosophy of
mutual aid. “Mutual Aid” is a concept sometimes contrasted with charity. Where charity can create a
sense of inequality between the giver and recipient, this group of young people is dedicated to the
concept that there is no difference between them and the most vulnerable members of our society. In
truth, the situation of some of our young people is such that at least one of the volunteers working one
day was overheard to say “when I had to sleep in my car....”
Since early July, the Free Lunch Collective has been utilizing Grace Memorial Church’s kitchen and parish
hall. The group has been making anywhere from 750-1000 lunches every week, and has also been
distributing hygiene supplies, clothes, and bedding to people experiencing houselessness across
Portland.
Thanks to the space that the church has been providing, the collective has been able to host their first
hygiene supply drive, and has continued to increase their lunch output steadily since moving in. The FLC
is entirely supported by volunteer work, including professional chefs that make the meals served to the
houseless, and by donated food and funds.
To get involved, visit @freelunchcollective on Instagram, or donate through @freelunchcollective on
Venmo.
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Grace Foundation
2020 Annual Report
The Grace Memorial Episcopal Foundation (Foundation) i s one of three interrelated nonprofit
corporations: Grace Memorial Episcopal Church (Grace), Grace Institute, Inc. (Grace Institute) and the
Foundation.
The Grace Vestry i s the governing body of Grace parish and founder of Grace Institute and the
Foundation. The Vestry provides continuing oversight to the missions of Grace Institute and the
Foundation through i ts election of the Board of Directors of Grace Institute and the Foundation’s Board
of Trustees. Further, the Vestry approves any changes to the Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws of
Grace Institute or the Foundation. The Foundation, a financial arm of Grace, manages a few small funds
and the Watt Edwards Family Endowment given to Grace for the benefit of the Grace Institute Program
under the terms of the agreement with the donor.
In 2020, the Foundation continued working with Trillium
Asset Management as our investment
manager. The 2020 Foundation accounts increased by
$80,580 over 2019.
During 2020, grants to Grace Institute were approved by
the Trustees and distributed totaling $40,000. Since
inception, the Foundation has distributed approximately
$880,856 to Grace Institute.
The Foundation grants continue to support Grace Institute
including funding for specific projects and
programs.
The Trustees of the Foundation support initiatives put forward by Grace Institute which support
these key objectives:
1 Scholarships: Funding for needs based Art Camp scholarships
2 Capacity Building: Growing the organization to support a healthy future.
3 Diversity and equity: Reaching populations that create better diversity and equity.
4 Special programming: Introducing unique and relevant artists and experiences to support art
camp programming.
Current Foundation Trustees are: Curt Germundson, President and Treasurer, Sally Fraser,
Secretary, Warren Burkholder, Deb Pratt, Barbara Brecht and Rev. Martin Elfert, ex officio.
Respectfully Submitted
Curt Germundson, President
Sally Fraser, Secretary

34

Grace Institute

ANNUAL REPORT 2020
Grace Institute’s mission is to nurture the human spirit through the arts, fostering intercultural
appreciation and understanding in an open and inclusive community. Our signature program, Grace Art
Camp, currently serves over 1,200 children, ages 4½-12 years, and employs over 120 seasonal youth and
leadership counselors, professional artists, and volunteers. Grace Art Camp is dedicated to encouraging
awareness of the world through art, culture, and story in a joyful and process-oriented environment.
Our core values of Respect, Responsibility, Resourcefulness, and Receptivity continue to shape camp
operations, policies, and programming.
2020 Highlights – There were mostly no-lights as all our camps were postponed to summer of 2021 and
late fall. 75% of our campers simply transferred their registration to this coming summer and we are
offering eight full weeks of camp in anticipation of a widespread vaccine. Sharon will be Camp Director
this coming summer and we are excited to explore the cultures, art, and Stories from Mexico – Viejo y
Nuevo. We will not be offering a spring break camp (vaccine likely not available), but we do plan to offer
very small in-person classes with high-level health and safety protocols in place during Spring Break.
On a Portland Public School teacher in-service day November 6th, we offered successful, small art classes
for 34 students in three studios. All students experienced staggered arrivals and departures, and
enjoyed art exploration such as paper marbling, Gelli pad printing, pyrography (wood burning), and 3-D
pop-up card making. In response to enthusiastic parent requests, we had hoped for more classes over
the Christmas holidays but were unable to due to the new COVID state-mandated restrictions.
Campus Development – The year continues the collaboration between Grace Institute, PHAME, and
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church (GMEC) and how these three organizations partner in an envisioned
space as part of GMEC’s campus redevelopment project Grace Commons. This proposed vision provides
a unique opportunity for Grace Institute to strategize a sustainable framework for its future operations;
this includes the growth of year-round art programming for a variety of people in the Grace Community
as well as the Portland Metro community.
This month we are excited to announce will be hiring a Development Manager/Director to collaborate
with our Capital Campaign consultant on the yet-to-launch campus development capital campaign,
expanded foundation grant writing, and various ask campaigns throughout the year.
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion – Grace Institute is committed to the task of cultivating attitudes,
perspectives, behaviors, and policies that continuously promote equity, diversity, inclusion, and cultural
responsiveness within all aspects of the organization. After several years of Equity Committee hard
work, Grace Institute has an Equity Statement. Check out our website for all the details: www.graceinstitute.org/about-us/equity-statement/.
Art Camp Scholarships – Grace Institute is immensely appreciative of the many GMEC parish members,
Art Camp families, the Women of Grace, and individuals who contribute to our scholarship fund. The
need for camp scholarships continues to rise as Grace Institute partners with agencies who identify
children for full tuition subsidies and families continue to be impacted by the COVID pandemic. Grace
Art Camp continues to be generously supported by the Kate Bennison Art Camp Scholarship Fund and
the GMEC Foundation. For two years in a row, Grace Institute is pleased to announce a substantial
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matching fund grant from the GMEC Foundation for scholarship donations at the $500 or above level. In
the summer 2019, 8% of our campers received a scholarship award. We continue our commitment with
a (very achievable!) goal of 10% scholarship awards for this year. Thank you very much for your ongoing
and unwavering support!

Looking forward to 2021 – Planning for storytellers has begun for Art Camp 2021 and summer hiring will
be in full swing over the next month. With the exception of a “dark” year, our continuing success is in no
small way due to the talented and dedicated artists, leadership and counselor staff, and volunteers who
enliven the Grace Art Camp community with their enthusiasm, joy, and integrity.
The Grace Institute staff would like to thank the Board of Directors for their time, guidance, talent, and
support.
The Grace Institute Board Officers and Members 2020:
Evelyn Prater, President
Stephen Weeks, Secretary
Leslie Mills, Treasurer
Cathy Gibson

Jan Burkholder
The Rev. Martin Elfert
Robert Randall, Artists’ Representative
Charles McGee, Vestry Liaison
Alysson Enriquez (new as of January 2021)

We are thankful for the service and leadership of multi-term board member, Stephen Weeks, now
finished his terms of service as of this month. Our newest board member is Alysson Enriquez. She is a
former elementary school teacher, current non-profit owner, experienced fundraiser, and has multi-year
current camper parent perspective. If you are interested in serving on the Grace Institute Board, please
speak with any board member, Executive Director, or year-round staff member.
Respectfully submitted January 22, 2021,
Sharon Loomis-Malin, Executive Director & Art Camp Director
Mariann Koop-McMahon, Operations Manager & Registrar
Annie Rimmer-Weeks, Business Manager
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PHAME Academy
PHAME Academy is an arts organization for adults with developmental disabilities who has been grateful
tenants at GMEC for over 12 years, running our classes in the sanctuary and parish hall, and renting the
Grace House as office space. Last March, PHAME moved all of our programing online due to the Covid19 pandemic. We are currently offering 28 classes to over 100 students from around the country, as
well as social gatherings, performance opportunities and workshops with other arts organizations. We
look forward to the day when we can be back in the GMEC building, contributing to its vibrant
community.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jenny Stadler,
Executive Director, PHAME

Board Members
Grace Memorial Episcopal Church Vestry:
Robin Gault, Co-Senior Warden (Vestry Chair)
Louise Tippens , Co-Senior Warden (Rector’s Advisor)
David Waldow, Junior Warden
Alicia Lehrle, Clerk
Curt Germundson, Treasurer
Roosevelt Carter
Cameron Denney
Andrew Eshleman
Daniel Jones
Charles A. McGee II
Holly Puckett
Katy Unbehaun
Kevin Walsh
Grace Institute:
Evelyn Prater, President
Stephen Weeks, Secretary
Leslie Mills, Treasurer
Cathy Gibson
Jan Burkholder
The Rev. Martin Elfert
Robert Randall, Artists’ Representative
Charles McGee, Vestry Liaison
Alysson Enriquez (new as of January 2021)
Foundation Trustees:
Curt Germundson, President and Treasurer
Sally Fraser, Secretary
Warren Burkholder
Deb Pratt
Barbara Brecht
Rev. Martin Elfert, ex officio
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